ST MARGARET"MARY'S
PRIMARY SCHOOL
>,/ NEWSLETTER

J‘pOT
Newsletter 11, Term 3, Week 2 2026
Monday 10" August - 3/4 Orange Assembly
Thursday 13" August - 2027 Foundation Drop In
Tuesday 18™ August - Book Week Incursion
a Principal’s Message h

This weekend's Gospel reminds us that courage often starts with taking one step. Looking
around St Margaret Mary's lately, our students have been doing exactly that. In Sunday's
Gospel, Jesus calls Peter to step out of the boat in faith, reminding us all, "Take courage... do
not be afraid."

Our Book Fair and Grandparents and Special Friends Morning were a wonderful reminder
that reading, learning and belonging are best shared. Thank you to everyone who joined us,
especially those who travelled a long way to spend the morning with us. The conversations,
laughter and well-stocked book bags were proof enough that it was time well spent.

Our students also enjoyed learning beyond their weekly AUSLAN lessons. The AUSLAN
incursion encouraged children to think differently about communication and inclusion.

This morning our Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 students immersed themselves in Indigenous learning
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, deepening their understanding of culture, Country and
connection.

Congratulations to our Foundation students on reaching 100 days of school. It is a milestone
worth celebrating and a chance to reflect on just how much they have learnt, achieved and
grown in such a short time. Thank you to Ms Parnell and Mrs Novak for all your positive work
with our youngest students. They are thriving!

Thank you to the families who attended our First Holy Communion Parent and Child
Information Evening this last Wednesday. Thank you Mr Mitchell for organising this special
evening. Thank you also to Samantha our guest speaker, who led the children and families in
prayer, conversation, reflection and deeper undertanding of the sacrament. We look forward

to continuing this important faith journey together over the coming weeks.
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- Principal’s Message A

The disco......

A slightly different format this year, but judging by the smiles, singing and enthusiasm on
display this afternoon, it's a winner. Thank you to Siobhan Heskin and members of our
incredible Fundraising Social Group, staff and volunteers for creating another memorable
day for our students.

At last Monday's FSG meeting, it was acknowledged that every member of staff
volunteered their own time to support the after-school session. In an era where schools are
increasingly defined by what is required rather than what is willingly given, this speaks
volumes about the culture our staff have built together. It also speaks to the gratitude of
our parents who notice and are grateful for our dedicated staff.

Schools don't become thrive because of policies, programs or agreements alone. They
become great because of people who willingly invest their time, energy and care into
creating opportunities for children that sit beyond the average school day. That spirit of
generosity cannot be directed or negotiated—it grows from a shared belief that our
students deserve the very best. Shared vision.

Congratulations to the staff of 2026. Your willingness to go above and beyond is shaping
the culture of our school, and your integrity, professionalism and commitment are evident
for all to see. Thank you.

Now... there wouldn't be a Term 2 newsletter without mentioning our whole-school
production. There is a real buzz around the school as rehearsals continue, confidence
grows and everything begins to come together. | have no doubt our students will make us
incredibly proud. TICKETS RELEASED TODAY!

A 300 seat venue, means initial Ticket release allocation will be two seats per family
2 seats available for Mattinee (recommended for younger siblings) $22

-and 2 seats available for the Evening performance. $28

Once everyone has had a fair opportunity to purchase seats, any seats not
purchased will be released for sale next Friday 14™ August.

As communicated previously, this is part of our semester 2 curriculum and each child are
expecting their classmates to turn up. Even if it is to support from the side of stage.

Thank you, as always, for the trust you place in us and for the many ways you help make St
Margaret Mary's such a gem.

Take care,
Colleen
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TERM 3, 2026 DATES
Tue 4™ Aug AUSLAN Incursion
Wed 5" Aug First Eucharist Evening - 6:30pm
Fri 7" Aug School Disco (FSG)
Mon 10" Aug Assembly - 3/4 Orange
Thu 13" Aug Foundation 2027 Drop In
Tue 18" Aug Whole School Book Week Incursion
Sat 22™ Aug First Eucharist - 5:30pm @ SMM Church
Sun 23" Aug First Eucharist - 10:00am e SH Church
Mon 24" Aug Assembly - 5 Lime
Wed 26" Aug Foundation 2027 Drop In
Thu 27" Aug School Production
Fri 28" Aug Book Week Parade - 2:00pm
24" 28" Aug  BOOK WEEK
Thu 3" Sep Foundation 2027 Drop In
Fri 4™ Sep Father's Day Breakfast
Mon 7" Sep Assembly - Foundation Blue
Fri 18" Sep Last Day of Term - 1:00pm finish
- )
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Week 4 Awards

Idris L - For |iving our school values by showing compassion

FB through your kindness, care, and willingness to help others. Your
thoughtful actions towards your friends make a positive
difference to those around you.

Charlotte S - For demons’rru‘ring excellence across our Literacy
]G block. Charlotte you consistently produce writing to the highest

quality and continue to develop your reading fluency. Well done!

Oliver R - For demonstrating respect for his own and others
learning excellence by participating fully and conducting himself
appropriately during classroom routines.

2Y
Finley H - For demonstrating excellence in his learning,
encouraging his desk mate to do his best and participating in
whiteboard routines enthusiastically, particularly in maths.

Poppy E - For consistently demonstrating respect by always
5/40 following directions the first time and setting a positive example

for others through her responsible attitude to learning. Well done,
Poppy!

Darcy O - For demons’rrcl’ring the school value of Respect. You
5/4 P consistently treat others with kindness, listen carefully, and set a

great example for our class. Well done!

SI_ Mason M - For your excellent contributions to class discussions

and active engagement in learning. Keep up the fantastic effort!

Finn C - For showing excellence in Production practice by

S/éR en’rhusicsﬁoo“y giving every’rhing a go and participating with a

positive attitude in every rehearsal.
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Student Representative Council News

Our Semester 2 Student Representative Council (SRC) held its first meeting on Wednesday
5 August, where we warmly welcomed our new student leaders for the remainder of the

year.

During our first meeting, students introduced themselves and shared why they wanted to be
part of the SRC. Many spoke about wanting to have a voice in improving our school,
gaining leadership experience, and enjoying the opportunity to represent their classmates.
For several students, this is their first time serving on the SRC and they are excited to make
a positive contribution to our school community.

Together, we discussed the important role of the SRC and our shared vision of making St
Margaret Mary's an even more positive, inclusive and engaging place for everyone.
Students enthusiastically shared a range of ideas they would like to explore throughout the
semester, including reviewing the soccer roster, addressing maintenance concerns in the
student toilets, raising money for a chosen charity, investigating solutions for the heavier
school bags now that students in Years 3-6 carry their Chromebooks each day, and
introducing initiatives such as a worm farm or gardening club.

We also took time to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our Semester 1 SRC members.
Their hard work and leadership led to the introduction of our popular Board Game Club
and the Sportsmanship Award, both of which have had a wonderful impact on our school

community.

To begin planning for Semester 2, our new
SRC members have been asked to return to
their classes and gather ideas from their
classmates about two things they would like to
see happen at our school. These ideas will be
shared and discussed at our next SRC meeting
as we continue working together to make a
positive difference across our school.

We look forward to seeing the creativity,
leadership and enthusiasm our new SRC
members bring throughout the semester! Julia Foott

Learning Diversity Leader
- J
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Teaching & Learning

Around the Rooms

f—[ Teaching & Learning )

A\  Melbourne Archdiocese
/ﬂ& Catholic Schools

MACSSIS

Imagine if, in about 30 minutes,

you could help improve your
child’s school.

The MACSSIS | \ v is open
Monday 31 August — Friday 18 September 2026.

This year, St Margaret Mary's is again taking part in MACSSIS - the Melbourne Archdiocese
Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys. From Monday 31 August to Friday 18
September, our students, families and staff will be invited to share their honest perceptions
of our school community through a short online survey.

Family surveys take around 20-30 minutes, and every response helps our leadership team
understand what's working well and where we can improve. Look out for your family's
personal survey link and PIN closer to the survey window. Please keep it private to your
household, as it is unique to your family.

We encourage as many families as possible to take part — the more responses we receive,
the clearer the picture of our school community.

Paul Smith
Deputy Principal
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Hip Hip Hooray - We've Been at School for 100 Days

What an incredible milestone to celebrate! Our Prep students recently marked 100 Days of
Prep, recognising 100 days of learning, growing, making friends and creating wonderful
memories together. It has been amazing to reflect on just how much the children have
achieved since their very first day of school. They have grown in confidence, independence
and resilience, and should all be incredibly proud of how far they have come.

To celebrate, we enjoyed a range of exciting 100-day activities. Students created
collections using 100 different items, made mini books imagining what life might be like if
they turned 100 years old, and worked together to complete 100 different exercises—a fun
challenge that certainly kept everyone moving! Of course, no celebration would be
complete without making and enjoying some delicious fairy bread, before each student
proudly received a 100 Days of Prep Certificate to commemorate this special milestone in
their primary school journey.

100 Year Old Me!

While we have achieved so much already, there is still plenty of exciting learning ahead. We
look forward to continuing to build our reading, writing and mathematics skills, exploring
new topics, and creating many more wonderful memories together throughout the
remainder of the year. Congratulations to all of our amazing Prep students on reaching this
fantastic achievement!
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1 Green has worked hard this past fortnight in Literacy, exploring our focus text The Boy
Who Tried To Shrink His Name. This story explores cultural identity, self-acceptance and
belonging, serving as a fantastic tool for students to add rich, meaningful vocabulary into
their written work. They've focused on purposefully using prepositions to add ‘when’ and
‘Where' details into sentences, alongside using adverbs to describes the verbs used within
the text. The main character's name, Zimdalamashkermishkerda, was a reminder to
students to have a go at writing challenging words using the environmental print around
the classroom.

Another current focus is reading fluency, with the students partaking in reading
experiences 5 days a week. These blocks follow a gradual release of responsibility (I Do,
We Do, You Do), ensuring each student feels confident to read a text on their own by the
end of each week. Reading fluency is the key step between decoding and comprehension,
focusing on expressive, smooth, accurate and well-paced reading.

In Maths, the students have explored two and three part repeating patterns, using AB, ABC,
AABB, AAB and ABB rules. This unti topic was hands-on, engaging and a intentional way to
develop the student’s collaborative skills during group exploration tasks.
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lt's been a big two weeks in 2 Yellow! In Literacy, we read My Two Blankets and explored its
powerful theme of bravery, then used it as inspiration to write our own original narratives
about being brave. Reading and writing fluency has been a daily focus, with students
practising using vocabulary and punctuation accurately in their sentences, both on the

page and out loud.

In Maths, we've continued building our understanding of multiplication and division and
how the two connect. We've been writing equations, working through word problems, and
using hands-on manipulatives to group, share, and skip count our way to solutions.

In Religion, we explored the stories of the Prodigal Son and Zacchaeus, using them to dig
into the themes of forgiveness and penance. We talked about how true penance means
showing we're sorry through our actions, rather than offering an empty apology. We built a
penance bridge with bricks that show our apology. We made open mind portraits about
what one of the characters in the Prodigal son was thinking or feeling.
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To celebrate Grandparents Day, we also created our own family trees, linking this to a look
at Ancient China and the way ancestors are valued and celebrated within that culture.
A wonderful fortnight of learning all round — well done, 2 Yellow!
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It has been another busy and productive fortnight in 3/4 Orange! In Literacy, we have
continued reading Storm Boy, with students doing a fantastic job taking effective notes
and writing clear summary sentences to capture the main ideas of each paragraph.
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In Numeracy, we completed our unit on angles and have now begun learning about time,
focusing on reading both analogue and digital clocks to the minute. In Religion, we have
been exploring the four parts of the Mass, with a particular focus on the Liturgy of the
Eucharist and the important symbols of the Eucharist.

Lrfurgy of the Word ig

|

=S

In Core Knowledge, we have continued our investigation into the Vikings, learning about
what happened during a Viking raid and the important role of longships in Viking life. We
are also very excited to be hosting the upcoming school assembly and would love for
families to come along and see our students proudly share their learning.
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- Years 3 and 4

3/4 Purple have been busy and engaged in a range of exciting learning experiences. In
Mathematics, students have been developing their understanding of time by reading,
comparing and converting between analogue and digital clocks.

In Literacy, the class is thoroughly enjoying our novel Storm Boy, while also learning the

valuable skill of note-taking to help gather and organise information for their information
reports. Students have thoroughly enjoyed our Core Knowledge History unit on the Vikings,
exploring their daily life, achievements and influence on history. By the time this newsletter
reaches you, our Years 3-6 students will be enjoying their excursion to the Royal Botanic
Gardens Victoria to participate in the Connecting to Country program, providing a
wonderful opportunity to deepen their understanding of Aboriginal culture and Country.

It will certainly be a busy and exciting day, with students also looking forward to
celebrating together at the school disco later that afternoon!
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It has been another busy fortnight in 5 Lime, with students continuing to show enthusiasm
and curiosity across all areas of learning.

A highlight of the past two weeks was welcoming our grandparents and other special
people into our classroom for Grandparents Day. Students enjoyed sharing how we use
classroom quizzes to make learning fun, while our visitors joined in and shared stories from

their own school days. Thank you to everyone who helped make the morning so special.

Our Literacy lessons have seen us continue reading Once by Morris Gleitzman while
exploring the features of information reports, with students researching and presenting key
information about Poland. In Mathematics, students have completed their learning on
adding and subtracting fractions with related and unrelated denominators before
beginning our new unit on measuring and constructing angles using protractors.
Meanwhile, Religion lessons have focused on learning about different saints, with students
demonstrating their understanding through a variety of creative and written activities in
their booklets.
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We are also looking forward to our upcoming excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens,
where students will further explore the concept of Connection to Country through an
engaging, hands-on learning experience.
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It has been a busy fortnight in 5/6 Red!

We kicked things off by hosting our first assembly of the year, where our class put on a fun
BTN-style news broadcast to share all the exciting learning happening in our classroom. We
also had the special honour of announcing the main cast for our upcoming school
production.

BEHIND THE NEWS |
- KEEP LEARNING

We then celebrated Grandparents' Day, beginning
with a beautiful Mass led by our Grade 6 leaders.
Afterwards, we welcomed our grandparents into the
classroom for a morning of Then vs Now Blookets. It
was wonderful to see students and grandparents
learning from one another, with plenty of laughs and
interesting conversations along the way.

Back in the classroom, we have continued our novel study of Once by Morris Gleitzman,
strengthened our understanding of fractions in Mathematics, and explored the inspiring
lives and qualities of different saints in Religious Education. We are looking forward to
another exciting fortnight of learning ahead!
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AUSLAN Incursion

On Tuesday 4 August, our students had the wonderful opportunity to participate in an
exciting Auslan incursion with Naomi from Auslan Education Services.

Throughout the session, students played interactive games, learned new Auslan signs, and
had the chance to ask Naomi questions about her experiences as a Deaf person. Students
communicated with Naomi using Auslan, with the support of an Auslan interpreter, giving
them an authentic and meaningful experience using the language they have been learning
in class.

Our Prep students were especially excited to finally meet Naomi in person, as they regularly
watch her teaching videos during their Auslan lessons!

Auslan Education Services was incredibly impressed with our students' confidence,
enthusiasm, and ability to communicate in Auslan. It was wonderful to see everyone
actively participating and embracing the opportunity to use their signing skills in a real-life
setting.

Alicia Wilson

AUSLAN Teacher
\ J
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Excitement is continuing to build as we prepare for our whole-school production, A Night at
the Museum! Students have been working hard during rehearsals, continuing to learn their
dances and scenes with the wonderful team from Kinect and their teachers. It has been
fantastic to see their confidence and enthusiasm grow each week.

A huge thank you to all of our parent volunteers who have generously offered their time to
help with costumes, props and backstage support. Your assistance is greatly appreciated
and plays such an important part in bringing our production to life.

Tickets will be on sale very soon! Please keep an eye on nForma, where the TryBooking link
will be shared so you can secure your seats. We can't wait to share this exciting production

with our school community!

A ght at the
[MTuseum

WHOLE SCHOOL
PRODUCTION
THURSDAY 27™ AUGUST
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-
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Alicia Wilson

Performing Arts Teacher

. _/
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AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS

COMPETITION

This week, a group of students in grades 4,5 & 6 participated in an exciting challenge that
brings together thousands of problem-solvers from across the world.

Previously our students have worked in teams competing in the BEBRAS challenge.

The AMC is an individual competition and is Australia's most well-known and longest-
running mathematics competition for school aged students, offering a unique opportunity
for participants to showcase their mathematical problem-solving abilities.

Drawing on topics from basic arithmetic to advanced algebra, geometry, statistics, and
probability, the competition is made up of 30 unique problems crafted by leading

educators and academics.

We are very proud of the way our students participated and preserved with challenging
tasks.

Well done to everyone involved.

Anne Ablinger

Mathematics Enhancement Leader
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Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) News

Playground Disagreements vs. Bullying: Building Healthy Social
Relationships

Bullying No Way Week is on 17-21 August and reminds us all to continue focusing on creating
safe, inclusive environments. This involves observing how our children interact through the
Social Relationships sphere of the Student Wellbeing Continuum.

When children play, disagreements happen. Navigating minor playground conflict is a
powerful, positive way to practise social-emotional skills in action and build resilience.
Unlike bullying—which is an ongoing, deliberate misuse of power—healthy conflict is a
normal part of life that can teach children how to compromise, empathise, and establish
personal boundaries.

Children are emotional sponges who learn more from what they see us do than from what
we tell them to do; when we model calm, respectful disagreement, they can carry those
conflict-resolution skills onto the playground. By teaching/coaching children how to
navigate minor disagreements today, we begin to equip them with the skills they need to
have harmonious relationships in their lives.

Age-Appropriate Strategies for Home
Conflict resolution is dependent on childhood stages. Here are some ways you can support:

Foundation to Year 2: Naming, Sharing, Modelling and Coaching

o |dentify the feeling: Young children often react physically because they lack the
vocabulary to express their emotions. Help them link their feelings to words, e.g., "It
sounds like you felt (insert emotion) when you didn't get a turn".

* Act as a conflict coach rather than a referee, helping them identify their feelings and
guiding them to think of simple solutions

o "Stop": Teach them to raise their hand and say a clear, firm "Stop, | don't like that" if a
peer is annoying them.

¢ Demonstrate and structure fair methods for sharing time and deciding who goes first:
Practice basic compromise at home using games of chance, like Rock, Paper, Scissors,
flipping a coin or using a timer
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Years 3 and 4: Empathy, Expressing Needs, Modelling and Coaching
o Use "l" statements: Coach your child to state the problem without blaming by using this
script: "l feel [emotion] when you [action]. Next time, please [request]."
* Look for the "why": Encourage empathy by asking open-ended questions about the
other child's perspective (e.g., "How do you think that affected them?").
¢ Build problem-solving skills: Avoid giving your solutions and build their problem solving

skills, e.g., "What different ways could you handle this? Which one will you try?”

Years 5 and 6: Active Listening, Independence, Modelling and Coaching
o Teach active listening: Model and encourage listening respectfully to other's/peer's
perspective without interrupting, even if they disagree.
¢ |dentify win-win solutions: Teach them to look for collaborative compromises where
both parties walk away happy, rather than one person "winning"/getting their way.
* Know when to get help: Help them distinguish between minor social issues they can
solve themselves and larger issues that require adult intervention or affect mental

health.

2026 Theme: Small Acts, Big Impact

Teaching your child how to communicate during disagreements has a big impact on their
social relationships. When children use respectful language and actions to sort out
playground issues, the school yard becomes a calmer, more predictable place for
everyone. If your child is continually involved in conflict, it may be time to visit the GP to rule
out any underlying causes for the behaviour that require investigation, review and support.

BULLYING
Other useful resources and further information N[l WAIJ

Kids Helpline Bullying_is not ok | What is bullying? | Kids Helpline

Raising Children Parenting Site:
o Conflict management with pre-teens and teenagers

 Bullying: how to support your child and deal with it at school
o Sibling fights: how to handle them | Raising Children Network

eSafety Commissioner -a comprehensive resource for online safety and online bullying. It

includes a reporting service for online bullying and harassment. The Australian Psychological
Society has a parenting guide to help children manage bullying. Bullying | APS

Kath Novak

MHIPS Leader
\ J
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https://www.kidshelpline.com.au/kids/issues/bullying-not-ok/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/communicating/conflict-management-with-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/bullying/school-bullying-helping#what-your-child-can-do-to-deal-with-bullying-themselves-nav-title
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/friends-siblings/handling-fights
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://psychology.org.au/for-the-public/psychology-topics/bullying

a Upcoming Events N
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COMMUNION

' BOOK WEER®

2A Childeen's Book Week « ‘BD years of the Bo e Yoar Awards

Parent Information Evening
Children’s Book Wednesday i August, 6:30pm
St Margaret Mary's Primary School
Book Week Parade zoorm
A g a : > & : ~
IR [8
10k L
First Mass Second Mass
- Stant planning your costume — draas as your favourite book charocter! .
- Hvary rendier s o pert in our symeeany x Saturday 22™ August, Sunday 23rd August,
5:30pm 10:00am
St Margaret Mary's Church Sacred Heart Church

STMARGARET MARY'S SPOTSWOOD - BOOK WEEK 2026 « 18-28 AUGUST

Foundation 2027

IMPORTANT DATES

Optional Foundation 2027 Drop Ins
9:15am - 10:15am
Thursday 13" August
Wednesday 26" August
Thursday 3 September

Foundation 2027 Transition Mornings
9:30am - 10:30am
Tuesday 27" October
Tuesday 10" November —_— —_—
Tuesday 24" November

GRADUATION MASS - 5:30PM
St Margaret Mary's Church

GRADUATION FUNCTION - 6:30PM
Spotswood RSL
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WE NEED YOUR

St Margaret Mary's will
feature on one of the
Local Matters jars at
Grill'd Altona North
from today for the
entire month of

Your token vote can help
make a real difference! e

Every time you visit Grill'd Altona North
this August, pop your token in the
St Margaret Mary's jar to support

our school community.

Together, we can make a bigger impact
for our school and our students. % LOCAL
(Y’ MATTERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Grill'd Altona North
° 290-298 Millers Road SR altonanorth@grilld.com.au e (03) 7039 3866

éﬁgé. TeethOnWheels’
— ‘@_@' a positive aental experignce
The Importance of Early Dental Visits

Seeing the dentist every 6 months supports healthy
teeth and gums as children grow. These visits help kids
feel relaxed in the dental setting, boost confidence, and
lower anxiety. Coming in twice a year also means we can
catch any issues early, offer tailored care, and guide
children toward long-lasting habits. Regular visits are a
simple, effective way to look after your child's smile.

With government assistance, your child may

+ qualify for FREE DENTAL CARE!
Complete your _
IF your 2026 form is already done, you're all set. Our customer

'Fo r‘ m tOd ay ! service team will reach out to schedule your child's appointment.

Our Dental Services Include:
.~ Check up
./~ Professional Cleans /—\
W X-rays

ey .~ Fluoride Treatments

T ./~ Preventative Sealants

.~ Fillings

Phone:(03) 93381191 Email: info@teethonwheels.com.au
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| ||/Applications
Closing Soon

A Journey
of Excellence
Year 7 2028 and 2029 Now Enrolling

' BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY 1

&= Join our vibrant learning and faith community
G Applications close 14 August 2026

o A3 Muidwions St, Axess VIC 3018
D o 5398 2000 B wwwrmaivic pcuan

book a

tour today for 2027 and
[m]%. 51 [u] beyond.

Upcoming Tour Dates

® 13 August
s 27 August

: : ® 28 September
ST MARY’S ® 13 October

COLLEGE
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very Lombard Book Week costume purchase, we will donate

50% to your school library.
I'E]Tﬁel!l q;\

%ﬁ FIND YOUR

NEAREST STORE

IN STORE ONLY. SIMPLY MENTICON QUR
SCHOOL'S NAME AT CHECKOUT.

5L oppty Ful dett cnine

LOMBART
...g}!ﬁ.,am lombard.com.au

RAWGE OF CORTUMES. 10 ¥ sdamporinarmanaeests

LEARN T0 SWIM
WITH THE SURVIVAL
SPECIALISTS AT

Swimming lessons are a
necessity, not a luxury

%EHI] PAUL SADLER
WA SWIMLAND

THE SURVIVAL SPECIALISTS - SINCE 1972

Please join us for

IGNITE HER FUTUREAL!
CHARITY FUNDRAISER
DRESS FOR SUCCES

W [ |
SUcess [

AUGUST  22'° 2026 -
+— 6:30PM ——

1Southgate Avenue, Southbank 4
Formal Attire
Ticket_sy&ZEl]pplTableof‘lﬂS_%EUU 3 I
fikr F 4 £

£ PURCHASETICKETS DONATE CLOTHING VOLUNTEER
" . ot T

South Kingsville Community Centre
Wednesdays 10am-12pm

A weekly session for you and
your child run by a trained
early childhood professional Rl
during the school term. 1300179 944

= playgroupsghobsonsbay vic.gov.au

For further mtonmatson
contact the playgroup beam at
Hobsons Bay City Council

etdons By City Countd i commatted 1o being 2 chid wie crganitation and haa tere telorance for child st

Lntmd kgL B ol B e HOBIONS By
thn Tratetinan Dma B H LM R B A abUAGE LIME
wrad oy e g L whber s paid e pee BBIZ T2
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Connecting Through

izlsciay,

BASEBALL CLUB

Neurodiversity:

Understanding neurodiversity in the early years.

How can we support neurcdivergent children to participate, learm and feel connected?

Join Dr Loz from Sciencefay Kids for this engaging two-part workshop series designed for parents
and carers of younsg children aged 0-6 years, Theough a stremgths-based and practical approach,
D Loz will eaplore how neurodivergent braing process and expenence the word, helping families
better understand what their child may be communicating

Across both sessions, families will gain practical strategies, tools and ideas to support their childs
weellbeing, participation, leaming and development at home, in early childhood settings and beyond

Session 1 Session 2 AKE NEW FRIENDS
12 August 2026 17 August 2026 LEARN HEW 5, M BASEBALL!
Webinar, 7pm to 8pm Webinar, 7pm to 8pm “IND HAVE FUN PLAY!N‘J .
Understanding Neuradiversity in the Supporting your Child at Horme and
Early Years Beyond
« What neurodiversity means in the early yeaes * Practical ways 16 support yoLs child at home
= How neurcdivergent brains experience and = Creating supportive environments and

process the workd differently accommoaatons thal reduce challenges
» Understanding the “why” behind behaviours, « Supporting transitions to kindergarten and

emotional resporses, dally chalienges and schl

enecutive function differences » Understanding school readiness through

= Recognising and celebrating children's a neurodiversity-afarming lens e “TLE lEM‘:‘UE JI.I NIDH HASEB“”-

strengths

» Wasriing eellaboratively with edueators,
« Practical strattgies to support connection, dllm’nilﬁ-‘:rur::su:-lfah .;nd =u‘:.:a;>‘l:l services “anIEn BASEBALL (1 -14 YEAR 0LDS)
reguiation and gveryday success » Builing confidence 1o advecata for your (5 = 6 YEAR OLDS) (7-10 YEAR oLns)
childs needs WEDNESDAYS
MONDAYS MONDAYS 5:30 - 7:00PM
@ 500 - 5:45PM & 5:30 - 6:30PM - e
ister her y v AUGUST19
::‘:zl.w:'thu F.arly Years tearn at v AUGUST 17 v AUBUSTT7  AUBUST 26
Hotsons Bay City Council v BUGUST 24 + AUGUST 24 + SEPTEMBER 2
earlyyears@hobsonsbayvic.gov.au v AUGUST 31 v AUGUST 31
1300 179 944 *THIS WEBIMAR WILL NOT 8 RECORDED

HoBsokseay | 00321212
LANGUAGE LINE | ETERITRIs

ROYAL
STACKS

PROUDLY SUPPORTING

ST MARGARET MARY’S
PRIMARY SCHOOL

First aid for parents and
carers of young children

Hosted by Ambulance Victoria

= common medical conditions in
children and how to address them

« how to find reliable information THURSDAY. 20 AU 10
about children's Health Session 1: 10.45am to 11.30am

+ where you can get help to manage Session 2: 11.45am to 12.30pm
non-urgent care at home Altona Meadows Library

= when to call Triple Zero (000} and Learning centre
and what to expect 2 Newham Way, Altona Meadows

= how to give CPR and use a defibrillator

We've timed these sessions to it perfectly around Scan QR code
Storytime and Babytime. Secure your $pot to leam to register for
vital first aid skills nght befone or straight after you this FREE session
anjoy the libraey programs with your little ones

IS

Hobsons Bay City Council is commiltied to being a child sate organisation and has zero tolerance for child abuse

Eanncl acknowipdges the Bunsrong Pecsle of the il Nathon A the Traditionsl Shesery
of thess musicisal lands and wanerminyt, nd pay ooe iipects b3 siders sait and poren

EXCLUSIVE 10% DISCOUNT IN STORE AND ONLINE

N
$1 CASH BACK T0 YOUR CLUB WITH EVERY BURGER PURCHASED pow 15505 % Ambulance  Hossons V7
9932 1212 v VICT.CII‘IEI COUNCIL
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As a Catholic Community we
respect the Yalukit Willam and
At St Margaret Mary’s, we hold the care, Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin
safety and wellbeing of our children as a Nation, traditional custodians of
central and fundamental responsibility of all the land upon which our school

staff of our school. resides, and commit ourselves to

reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

St Margaret Mary's students are independent life-long learners inspired by Gospel values and empowered with a
sense of purpose and responsibility. They confidently engage with others and are equipped with skills to adapt to an
ever changing world.

Follow our social media accounts for the latest news and learning from around the school:
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	ST MARGARET MARY’S  PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	Newsletter 11, Term 3, Week 2 2026
	Special  Announcements
	Monday 10th August - 3/4 Orange Assembly Thursday 13th August - 2027 Foundation Drop In Tuesday 18th August - Book Week Incursion
	Principal’s Message
	This weekend's Gospel reminds us that courage often starts with taking one step. Looking around St Margaret Mary's lately, our students have been doing exactly that. In Sunday's Gospel, Jesus calls Peter to step out of the boat in faith, reminding us all, "Take courage... do not be afraid."
	Our Book Fair and Grandparents and Special Friends Morning were a wonderful reminder that reading, learning and belonging are best shared. Thank you to everyone who joined us, especially those who travelled a long way to spend the morning with us. The conversations, laughter and well-stocked book bags were proof enough that it was time well spent.
	Our students also enjoyed learning beyond their weekly AUSLAN lessons. The AUSLAN incursion encouraged children to think differently about communication and inclusion.
	This morning our Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 students immersed themselves in Indigenous learning at the Royal Botanic Gardens, deepening their understanding of culture, Country and connection.
	Congratulations to our Foundation students on reaching 100 days of school. It is a milestone worth celebrating and a chance to reflect on just how much they have learnt, achieved and grown in such a short time. Thank you to Ms Parnell and Mrs Novak for all your positive work with our youngest students. They are thriving!
	Thank you to the families who attended our First Holy Communion Parent and Child Information Evening this last Wednesday. Thank you Mr Mitchell for organising this special evening. Thank you also to Samantha our guest speaker, who led the children and families in prayer, conversation, reflection and deeper undertanding of the sacrament. We look forward to continuing this important faith journey together over the coming weeks.



	Principal’s Message
	The disco...... A slightly different format this year, but judging by the smiles, singing and enthusiasm on display this afternoon, it’s a winner. Thank you to Siobhan Heskin and members of our incredible Fundraising Social Group, staff and volunteers for creating another memorable day for our students.
	At last Monday's FSG meeting, it was acknowledged that every member of staff volunteered their own time to support the after-school session.  In an era where schools are increasingly defined by what is required rather than what is willingly given, this speaks volumes about the culture our staff have built together. It also speaks to the gratitude of our parents who notice and are grateful for our dedicated staff.
	Schools don't become thrive because of policies, programs or agreements alone. They become great because of people who willingly invest their time, energy and care into creating opportunities for children that sit beyond the average school day. That spirit of generosity cannot be directed or negotiated—it grows from a shared belief that our students deserve the very best. Shared vision.
	Congratulations to the staff of 2026. Your willingness to go above and beyond is shaping the culture of our school, and your integrity, professionalism and commitment are evident for all to see. Thank you.
	Now... there wouldn’t be a Term 2 newsletter without mentioning our whole-school production. There is a real buzz around the school as rehearsals continue, confidence grows and everything begins to come together. I have no doubt our students will make us incredibly proud. TICKETS RELEASED TODAY! A 300 seat venue, means initial Ticket release allocation will be two seats per family   2 seats available for Mattinee (recommended for younger siblings) $22 -and 2 seats available for the Evening performance. $28 Once everyone has had a fair opportunity to purchase seats, any seats not purchased will be released for sale next Friday 14th August.
	As communicated previously, this is part of our semester 2 curriculum and each child are expecting their classmates to turn up. Even if it is to support from the side of stage.
	Thank you, as always, for the trust you place in us and for the many ways you help make St Margaret Mary's such a gem.
	Take care, Colleen

	Important Dates
	Awards
	SRC

	Student Representative Council News
	Our Semester 2 Student Representative Council (SRC) held its first meeting on Wednesday 5 August, where we warmly welcomed our new student leaders for the remainder of the year.
	During our first meeting, students introduced themselves and shared why they wanted to be part of the SRC. Many spoke about wanting to have a voice in improving our school, gaining leadership experience, and enjoying the opportunity to represent their classmates. For several students, this is their first time serving on the SRC and they are excited to make a positive contribution to our school community.
	Together, we discussed the important role of the SRC and our shared vision of making St Margaret Mary's an even more positive, inclusive and engaging place for everyone. Students enthusiastically shared a range of ideas they would like to explore throughout the semester, including reviewing the soccer roster, addressing maintenance concerns in the student toilets, raising money for a chosen charity, investigating solutions for the heavier school bags now that students in Years 3–6 carry their Chromebooks each day, and introducing initiatives such as a worm farm or gardening club.
	We also took time to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our Semester 1 SRC members. Their hard work and leadership led to the introduction of our popular Board Game Club and the Sportsmanship Award, both of which have had a wonderful impact on our school community.
	Julia Foott Learning Diversity Leader
	To begin planning for Semester 2, our new SRC members have been asked to return to their classes and gather ideas from their classmates about two things they would like to see happen at our school. These ideas will be shared and discussed at our next SRC meeting as we continue working together to make a positive difference across our school.
	We look forward to seeing the creativity, leadership and enthusiasm our new SRC members bring throughout the semester!

	Teaching & Learning Around the Rooms
	Teaching & Learning
	This year, St Margaret Mary's is again taking part in MACSSIS - the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys. From Monday 31 August to Friday 18 September, our students, families and staff will be invited to share their honest perceptions of our school community through a short online survey.
	Family surveys take around 20–30 minutes, and every response helps our leadership team understand what's working well and where we can improve. Look out for your family's personal survey link and PIN closer to the survey window. Please keep it private to your household, as it is unique to your family.
	We encourage as many families as possible to take part — the more responses we receive, the clearer the picture of our school community.
	Paul Smith  Deputy Principal


	Foundation
	Hip Hip Hooray – We've Been at School for 100 Days
	What an incredible milestone to celebrate! Our Prep students recently marked 100 Days of Prep, recognising 100 days of learning, growing, making friends and creating wonderful memories together. It has been amazing to reflect on just how much the children have achieved since their very first day of school. They have grown in confidence, independence and resilience, and should all be incredibly proud of how far they have come.
	To celebrate, we enjoyed a range of exciting 100-day activities. Students created collections using 100 different items, made mini books imagining what life might be like if they turned 100 years old, and worked together to complete 100 different exercises—a fun challenge that certainly kept everyone moving! Of course, no celebration would be complete without making and enjoying some delicious fairy bread, before each student proudly received a 100 Days of Prep Certificate to commemorate this special milestone in their primary school journey.
	While we have achieved so much already, there is still plenty of exciting learning ahead. We look forward to continuing to build our reading, writing and mathematics skills, exploring new topics, and creating many more wonderful memories together throughout the remainder of the year. Congratulations to all of our amazing Prep students on reaching this fantastic achievement!

	Foundation
	Year 1
	1 Green has worked hard this past fortnight in Literacy, exploring our focus text The Boy Who Tried To Shrink His Name. This story explores cultural identity, self-acceptance and belonging, serving as a fantastic tool for students to add rich, meaningful vocabulary into their written work. They’ve focused on purposefully using prepositions to add ‘when’ and ‘where’ details into sentences, alongside using adverbs to describes the verbs used within the text. The main character’s name, Zimdalamashkermishkerda, was a reminder to students to have a go at writing challenging words using the environmental print around the classroom.
	Another current focus is reading fluency, with the students partaking in reading experiences 5 days a week. These blocks follow a gradual release of responsibility (I Do, We Do, You Do), ensuring each student feels confident to read a text on their own by the end of each week. Reading fluency is the key step between decoding and comprehension, focusing on expressive, smooth, accurate and well-paced reading.
	In Maths, the students have explored two and three part repeating patterns, using AB, ABC, AABB, AAB and ABB rules. This unti topic was hands-on, engaging and a intentional way to develop the student’s collaborative skills during group exploration tasks.

	Year 2
	It's been a big two weeks in 2 Yellow! In Literacy, we read My Two Blankets and explored its powerful theme of bravery, then used it as inspiration to write our own original narratives about being brave. Reading and writing fluency has been a daily focus, with students practising using vocabulary and punctuation accurately in their sentences, both on the page and out loud.
	In Maths, we've continued building our understanding of multiplication and division and how the two connect. We've been writing equations, working through word problems, and using hands-on manipulatives to group, share, and skip count our way to solutions.
	In Religion, we explored the stories of the Prodigal Son and Zacchaeus, using them to dig into the themes of forgiveness and penance. We talked about how true penance means showing we're sorry through our actions, rather than offering an empty apology. We built a penance bridge with bricks that show our apology. We made open mind portraits about what one of the characters in the Prodigal son was thinking or feeling.
	To celebrate Grandparents Day, we also created our own family trees, linking this to a look at Ancient China and the way ancestors are valued and celebrated within that culture. A wonderful fortnight of learning all round — well done, 2 Yellow!

	Years 3 and 4
	It has been another busy and productive fortnight in 3/4 Orange! In Literacy, we have continued reading Storm Boy, with students doing a fantastic job taking effective notes and writing clear summary sentences to capture the main ideas of each paragraph.
	In Numeracy, we completed our unit on angles and have now begun learning about time, focusing on reading both analogue and digital clocks to the minute. In Religion, we have been exploring the four parts of the Mass, with a particular focus on the Liturgy of the Eucharist and the important symbols of the Eucharist.
	In Core Knowledge, we have continued our investigation into the Vikings, learning about what happened during a Viking raid and the important role of longships in Viking life. We are also very excited to be hosting the upcoming school assembly and would love for families to come along and see our students proudly share their learning.

	Years 3 and 4
	3/4 Purple have been busy and engaged in a range of exciting learning experiences. In Mathematics, students have been developing their understanding of time by reading, comparing and converting between analogue and digital clocks.
	In Literacy, the class is thoroughly enjoying our novel Storm Boy, while also learning the valuable skill of note-taking to help gather and organise information for their information reports. Students have thoroughly enjoyed our Core Knowledge History unit on the Vikings, exploring their daily life, achievements and influence on history. By the time this newsletter reaches you, our Years 3–6 students will be enjoying their excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria to participate in the Connecting to Country program, providing a wonderful opportunity to deepen their understanding of Aboriginal culture and Country.
	It will certainly be a busy and exciting day, with students also looking forward to celebrating together at the school disco later that afternoon!

	Year 5
	It has been another busy fortnight in 5 Lime, with students continuing to show enthusiasm and curiosity across all areas of learning.
	A highlight of the past two weeks was welcoming our grandparents and other special people into our classroom for Grandparents Day. Students enjoyed sharing how we use classroom quizzes to make learning fun, while our visitors joined in and shared stories from their own school days. Thank you to everyone who helped make the morning so special.
	Our Literacy lessons have seen us continue reading Once by Morris Gleitzman while exploring the features of information reports, with students researching and presenting key information about Poland. In Mathematics, students have completed their learning on adding and subtracting fractions with related and unrelated denominators before beginning our new unit on measuring and constructing angles using protractors. Meanwhile, Religion lessons have focused on learning about different saints, with students demonstrating their understanding through a variety of creative and written activities in their booklets.
	We are also looking forward to our upcoming excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens, where students will further explore the concept of Connection to Country through an engaging, hands-on learning experience.

	Years 5 and 6
	It has been a busy fortnight in 5/6 Red!
	We kicked things off by hosting our first assembly of the year, where our class put on a fun BTN-style news broadcast to share all the exciting learning happening in our classroom. We also had the special honour of announcing the main cast for our upcoming school production.
	We then celebrated Grandparents' Day, beginning with a beautiful Mass led by our Grade 6 leaders. Afterwards, we welcomed our grandparents into the classroom for a morning of Then vs Now Blookets. It was wonderful to see students and grandparents learning from one another, with plenty of laughs and interesting conversations along the way.
	Back in the classroom, we have continued our novel study of Once by Morris Gleitzman, strengthened our understanding of fractions in Mathematics, and explored the inspiring lives and qualities of different saints in Religious Education. We are looking forward to another exciting fortnight of learning ahead!
	AUSLAN

	AUSLAN Incursion
	On Tuesday 4 August, our students had the wonderful opportunity to participate in an exciting Auslan incursion with Naomi from Auslan Education Services.
	Throughout the session, students played interactive games, learned new Auslan signs, and had the chance to ask Naomi questions about her experiences as a Deaf person. Students communicated with Naomi using Auslan, with the support of an Auslan interpreter, giving them an authentic and meaningful experience using the language they have been learning in class.
	Our Prep students were especially excited to finally meet Naomi in person, as they regularly watch her teaching videos during their Auslan lessons!
	Auslan Education Services was incredibly impressed with our students' confidence, enthusiasm, and ability to communicate in Auslan. It was wonderful to see everyone actively participating and embracing the opportunity to use their signing skills in a real-life setting.
	Alicia Wilson AUSLAN Teacher

	Performing Arts
	Excitement is continuing to build as we prepare for our whole-school production, A Night at the Museum! Students have been working hard during rehearsals, continuing to learn their dances and scenes with the wonderful team from Kinect and their teachers. It has been fantastic to see their confidence and enthusiasm grow each week.
	A huge thank you to all of our parent volunteers who have generously offered their time to help with costumes, props and backstage support. Your assistance is greatly appreciated and plays such an important part in bringing our production to life.
	Tickets will be on sale very soon! Please keep an eye on nForma, where the TryBooking link will be shared so you can secure your seats. We can't wait to share this exciting production with our school community!
	Alicia Wilson Performing Arts Teacher

	Mathematics
	This week, a group of students in grades 4,5 & 6 participated in an exciting challenge that brings together thousands of problem-solvers from across the world.
	Previously our students have worked in teams competing in the BEBRAS challenge.  The AMC is an individual competition and is Australia's most well-known and longest-running mathematics competition for school aged students, offering a unique opportunity for participants to showcase their mathematical problem-solving abilities.
	Drawing on topics from basic arithmetic to advanced algebra, geometry, statistics, and probability, the competition is made up of 30 unique problems crafted by leading educators and academics.
	We are very proud of the way our students participated and preserved with challenging tasks.
	Well done to everyone involved.
	Anne Ablinger Mathematics Enhancement Leader
	MHiPS

	Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) News
	Playground Disagreements vs. Bullying: Building Healthy Social Relationships
	Bullying No Way Week is on 17–21 August and reminds us all to continue focusing on creating safe, inclusive environments. This involves observing how our children interact through the Social Relationships sphere of the Student Wellbeing Continuum.
	When children play, disagreements happen. Navigating minor playground conflict is a powerful, positive way to practise social-emotional skills in action and build resilience. Unlike bullying—which is an ongoing, deliberate misuse of power—healthy conflict is a normal part of life that can teach children how to compromise, empathise, and establish personal boundaries.
	Children are emotional sponges who learn more from what they see us do than from what we tell them to do; when we model calm, respectful disagreement, they can carry those conflict-resolution skills onto the playground. By teaching/coaching children how to navigate minor disagreements today, we begin to equip them with the skills they need to have harmonious relationships in their lives.
	Age-Appropriate Strategies for Home Conflict resolution is dependent on childhood stages. Here are some ways you can support:
	Foundation to Year 2: Naming, Sharing, Modelling and Coaching
	Identify the feeling: Young children often react physically because they lack the vocabulary to express their emotions. Help them link their feelings to words, e.g., "It sounds like you felt (insert emotion) when you didn't get a turn".
	Act as a conflict coach rather than a referee, helping them identify their feelings and guiding them to think of simple solutions
	"Stop": Teach them to raise their hand and say a clear, firm "Stop, I don't like that" if a peer is annoying them.
	Demonstrate and structure fair methods for sharing time and deciding who goes first: Practice basic compromise at home using games of chance, like Rock, Paper, Scissors, flipping a coin or using a timer



	MHiPS
	Years 3 and 4: Empathy, Expressing Needs, Modelling and Coaching
	Use "I" statements: Coach your child to state the problem without blaming by using this script: "I feel [emotion] when you [action]. Next time, please [request]."
	Look for the "why": Encourage empathy by asking open-ended questions about the other child's perspective (e.g., "How do you think that affected them?").
	Build problem-solving skills: Avoid giving your solutions and build their problem solving skills, e.g., "What different ways could you handle this? Which one will you try?”

	Years 5 and 6: Active Listening, Independence, Modelling and Coaching
	Teach active listening: Model and encourage listening respectfully to other’s/peer's perspective without interrupting, even if they disagree.
	Identify win-win solutions: Teach them to look for collaborative compromises where both parties walk away happy, rather than one person "winning"/getting their way.
	Know when to get help: Help them distinguish between minor social issues they can solve themselves and larger issues that require adult intervention or affect mental health.
	2026 Theme: Small Acts, Big Impact  Teaching your child how to communicate during disagreements has a big impact on their social relationships. When children use respectful language and actions to sort out playground issues, the school yard becomes a calmer, more predictable place for everyone. If your child is continually involved in conflict, it may be time to visit the GP to rule out any underlying causes for the behaviour that require investigation, review and support.
	Other useful resources and further information Kids Helpline Bullying is not ok | What is bullying? | Kids Helpline
	Raising Children Parenting Site:
	Conflict management with pre-teens and teenagers
	Bullying: how to support your child and deal with it at school
	Sibling fights: how to handle them | Raising Children Network
	eSafety Commissioner -a comprehensive resource for online safety and online bullying. It includes a reporting service for online bullying and harassment. The Australian Psychological Society has a parenting guide to help children manage bullying. Bullying | APS
	Kath Novak MHiPS Leader
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