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Schools are lively places!

From the outside, a fortnight can look pretty ordinary. The
term rolls on, children arrive back at school, classrooms
settle into routine and another newsletter lands in your
inbox. But inside those same two weeks, hundreds of
small moments make a big difference. They are one of
the many reasons why being Principal of SMM is such a
blessing.

Monday 27  July - 5/6 Red Assembly 2:45pmth

Tuesday 28  July - Book Fair & Grandparents Dayth

Tuesday 4  August - AUSLAN Incursionth

Principal’s Message

We don't get to see everything, but collectively we witness so
many positive moments: a child finally understands how
multiplication and division are connected; a nervous group of
volunteers lead the school in singing the National Anthem
Monday morning; a dance rehearsal finally comes together
(after plenty of laughs along the way); families and parishioners
gather at Mass and in the hall to give thanks for a spritely lady's
60 years of service; and, last week, Fiona Parnell and I had the
privilege of reminding a former student that, even after leaving
SMM, he remains very much part of our community and in our
prayers. 
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I think one of the strengths of our SMM community is that we don't let these everyday
moments go unnoticed. Together, we celebrate them and give thanks for them. They remind
us that the real work of a school isn't measured only by reports, performances or test
results, but by the steady growth in confidence, character, faith and belonging that
happens every day.

Principal’s Message

Staff Learning Together
Last week, under the expert guidance of Cathy
from Rookery Road, staff explored current
research into dyslexia, dysgraphia and
dyscalculia, together with practical ways assistive
technologies can remove barriers and open
learning opportunities for students.

What I loved witnessing most was that the day wasn't about finding a single solution. It was
about becoming more observant, asking better questions and building a larger toolkit so
every child has the opportunity to experience success. Great teaching remains at the heart
of every classroom. When used thoughtfully, technology simply provides another pathway
for children to demonstrate what they know, communicate their ideas and participate with
greater confidence and independence.

Every classroom at St Margaret Mary's will benefit from this learning, and we sincerely
thank our families for supporting this important investment in our staff and, ultimately, every
child in our care.

Learning Through Faith
This week James Mitchell, members of our Religious Education and Sacramental Team,
Maddi Prskawetz and Brooke Hutchins, Paul Smith and I joined colleagues from schools
across the Archdiocese for the two-day Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Religious
Education Symposium.

The symposium challenged us to continue creating learning experiences that help children
not only understand their faith, but encounter it in meaningful and authentic ways. We left
inspired to keep finding opportunities for our students to experience faith not simply as
something they learn about, but something they live each day.

As with all professional learning, the real value lies in thoughtfully bringing these ideas back
into our classrooms, liturgies and sacramental programs for the benefit of our students.
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A School Alive with Music
Walk through the school at the moment and you'll hear music
playing, children counting beats and plenty of laughter as
another rehearsal gets underway. Our whole-school production
is steadily taking shape, and it has been wonderful watching
students embrace rehearsals with such enthusiasm. Every dance
rehearsal brings growing confidence and another step towards
performance night. One of the things I love most about our
production is that every child, from Foundation to Year 6, is
experiencing a new opportunity in their school life! Every
student belongs, every student contributes and every student
will have their moment to shine. Watch out for the new SMM
Hugh Jackman and Kate Cebrano!

Ticket information and performance details will be released
shortly.

Principal’s Message

A Visit That Meant a Great Deal
Last Friday, Fiona Parnell and I had the privilege of visiting
Chris, one of our former students now in Year 7. He was
happy for us to share this photo with our community to let
you know he is on the mend. It was wonderful to see him
making encouraging progress following his accident and
to witness the courage, resilience and faith of Chris and
his parents, Tony and Katia.

Given Chris's artistic talents (thanks for the reminder, Mrs McGuirk!) and his next-level love
of soccer, we presented him with a box of art supplies and a LEGO World Cup trophy. We
also handed over a beautiful card created by his former classmates, together with
messages from our staff, students, families and parish community.

While the gifts were appreciated, I suspect it was the reminder that an entire community
continues to think of him and pray for him and his family that meant the most. It reinforced
something special about St Margaret Mary's: even after our students leave, they remain
part of our community. It is another example of the strength of our school and parish
connection. I know you will continue to pray for Chris and his family.
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Principal’s Message

Thank You, Irene, for a Lifetime of Service to SMM
School and Parish
On Saturday evening, our parish gathered to celebrate
and thank Irene Bongetti, whose decades of quiet
service to St Joseph's Parish and St Margaret Mary's
School have touched countless lives.

Many families know Irene through her work preparing children for the Sacraments. Others
remember her years of service with our Parents and Friends Association, in the parish
office, as Parish Treasurer, welcoming families and supporting parishioners as they
prepared funerals during some of life's most difficult moments. Her generosity, humility and
commitment have quietly shaped our community for many years. Like our recent visit to
Chris in hospital, Saturday evening reflected the blessings that come from the strong and
enduring connection between our school and parish. 

Irene was so very appreciative of the thank you poster created by our students and the gift
of a hand-carved olive wood Mary and Jesus figure made in Bethlehem I gave her on
behalf of the families and staff of SMM school.

What stood out to me most, however, was not
only celebrating Irene's remarkable
contribution, but seeing so many St Margaret
Mary's families and children choose to be
there. In a world that often moves quickly
from one thing to the next, taking the time to
honour those who have given so much
matters. It speaks volumes about the values
we hope to instil in our SMM children.
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Principal’s Message

Just as Irene and so many others helped build the community we enjoy today, our current
parents, carers, grandparents, members of our Fundraising Social Group (FSG), School
Advisory Council (SAC) and parish volunteers are helping shape the St Margaret Mary's that
future generations will inherit.

I have no doubt that, years from now, today's volunteers and families will be remembered
with the same gratitude and appreciation. Thank you to everyone who joined us on
Saturday. By choosing to be there, you not only honoured Irene's remarkable contribution,
but also showed your children the importance of gratitude, service and remembering those
whose generosity has helped shape our community.

As I look back on the past fortnight, and also look forward to the SMM events to come:
(Grandparent’s day, Book week, student disco) I feel incredibly grateful to lead a
community that values learning, faith and one another so deeply. Thank you. 

Take care,
Colleen
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Important Dates
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Awards
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Foundation Blue Atlas J Violet F

1 Green Hugo F Eadie L

2 Yellow Cameron P Frankie N

3/4 Orange Mars V Jenson T

3/4 Purple Liam J Ruby M

5 Lime Asher P Cynthia N

5/6 Red Evelyn V Ariella X

Below are our Semester Two SRC members.

Student Representative Council News
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Teaching & Learning

Teaching & Learning
Around the Rooms
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Welcome back to Term 3!

In Writing, our Foundation students have been exploring our class text, Giraffes Can't
Dance, while developing their sentence-writing skills. We have been learning the difference
between a fragment and a complete sentence, remembering that every sentence needs a
noun (who or what) and a verb (the action).

Students have enjoyed identifying and correcting fragments by turning them into complete
sentences. Many have also challenged themselves to make their writing even more
interesting by adding adjectives to describe people, animals and objects.

Foundation

To bring the story to life, students created their own Gerald the Giraffe puppets and
enthusiastically retold the story through actions, helping them build confidence with story
sequencing and oral language. Along the way, we have explored exciting new vocabulary,
including words such as elegant and miracle, discussing their meanings and using them in
conversation and writing.
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1 Green has had a wonderful start to Term 3, jumping right into rich, engaging learning
experiences! In English, the students are working on developing their writing fluency, a
focus across St Margaret Mary’s this semester. This fortnight, 1 Green has worked on
extending their vocabulary, reviewing their sentences and identifying areas for growth. The
students have also written sentences using the focus topics ‘before’ and ‘after’, developing
logical sequencing skills. This daily routine has already promoted growth in the students’
handwriting automaticity and writing stamina, strengthened decoding and phonics
knowledge and reinforced sentence structure. In UFLI, 1 Green has worked on distinguishing
between open and closed syllables, with the students eager to spot the phonemic patterns
within their day-to-day. 

Year 1

In Maths, our focus over the past fortnight has been on measuring the length of objects.
The students have been supported to use informal units (such as paper clips, glue sticks,
and erasers) to measure the horizontal and vertical length of various classroom objects. 1
Green has developed their concrete conceptual understanding of what measurement
actually is, ready to explore universal standard units later on. 
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This term has got off to a flying start in 2 Yellow. 

We have begun our days with Writing Fluency Blast following the I do, we do, you do
process and exploring fragments, sentences and various other vocabulary aspects to
improve our writing skills and stamina. 

Year 2

We are learning to use a dictionary as a team game. Miss Thompson calls out a word, we
have to work in pairs/teams to find the word the fastest and read the definition using our
knowledge of alphabetical order. 

In Maths, we began doubling, halving and skip counting to begin our unit on Multiplication
and Division. We were able to demonstrate these skills through drawing dots, using
manipulatives and writing the simple equations. 
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It has been a wonderful start to Term
3 in 3/4 Orange, with students
settling back into routines and
embracing their learning with
enthusiasm. In Literacy, we have
begun reading our new class novel,
Storm Boy, and started learning how
to write an information report,
focusing on organising facts into
clear and informative sections. 

Years 3 and 4

In Mathematics, we have launched a new
unit on multiplication and division, with a
particular focus on solving worded
problems using a range of strategies. 

In SEL, students have been developing their teamwork and problem-solving skills, learning
how to work collaboratively to overcome challenges. In Religion, we have been learning
about The Last Supper as we prepare our Year 4 students for the Sacrament of the
Eucharist. In Core Knowledge, we have begun exploring the fascinating world of the
Vikings, discovering what life was like during the Viking Age and the impact they had on
history. It has been a fantastic start to the term, and we look forward to another exciting
fortnight of learning ahead! 
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Years 3 and 4

3/4 Purple have continued to engage enthusiastically in their learning across all curriculum
areas. 

In Mathematics, students have been developing their understanding of multiplication and
division by using place value to solve two-digit problems involving tens and ones, with some
students extending their learning to work with numbers in the hundreds. Next week, we
begin our new unit on angles. In Literacy, the class has thoroughly enjoyed our new class
novel, Storm Boy, which includes writing an information report about the Coorong in South
Australia. 

In Religion, students have been learning about the Eucharist and its significance within the
Catholic faith. Our new Core Knowledge History unit on the Vikings has also been a
highlight, with students eager to learn about Viking life, exploration and culture. A reminder
to families that students in Grades 3–6 will be attending the Royal Botanic Gardens on
Friday, 7 August, to participate in the Connecting to Country program. We look forward to
this exciting learning opportunity. 
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Year 5

This fortnight in 5 Lime, we have settled back into learning and established positive
classroom routines for the term ahead. Students have embraced new learning
opportunities across all subject areas while also beginning rehearsals for our upcoming
school production. There has been plenty of excitement as they started learning their
dances, and we look forward to watching their confidence grow over the coming weeks.

In Literacy, we have been introduced to our new class novel, Once by Morris Gleitzman.
Before beginning the novel, students explored the historical context of World War II and the
Holocaust to develop their background knowledge and understanding of the events that
shaped the story. Set in Nazi-occupied Poland, Once follows Felix, a young Jewish boy who
leaves the orphanage where he has been living to search for his parents. Students have
engaged thoughtfully with the opening chapters, making predictions, asking questions, and
discussing the experiences of the characters, while beginning to develop empathy and an
understanding of this significant period in history.

In Core Knowledge, we have begun exploring the concepts of wants, needs, and scarcity.
Students have been considering how limited resources influence the choices made by
individuals and communities, while making connections to real-world examples.

In Religious Education, we have begun our unit exploring the Road to Sainthood. Students
are learning about the lives of inspiring saints and reflecting on the values they
demonstrated, while considering how these qualities can be applied in our own daily lives.
They have enthusiastically begun creating their Saint showcase booklets, which they will
use to record their learning and discoveries throughout the term.
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We've had a great start to Term 3 and have settled back into our learning routines quickly.
This term, our class has begun reading Once by Morris Gleitzman. Before starting the novel,
students explored the historical context to build their background knowledge and make
informed predictions about the story. They also completed a research scavenger hunt to
learn more about the Holocaust and the setting of the novel, helping them develop a
deeper understanding of the events and themes they will encounter throughout our novel
study. 

Years 5 and 6

We have also kicked off preparations for this year's school production! Students have been
enjoying weekly rehearsals with our fantastic instructors, Kyle and Millie. This week, they
learnt their first dance to "Men in Black", and there was plenty of enthusiasm and energy on
display. We're looking forward to watching their confidence grow as they continue learning
and practising throughout the term. 
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Performing Arts

Excitement is building for our upcoming school production, A Night at the Museum, on
Thursday 27 August! There will be two performances on the day: a matinee at 1:30pm
and an evening performance at 6:00pm.

Rehearsals are well underway, with students working with Kinect Performing Arts every
Tuesday and Friday to learn and polish their songs, dances and performance routines. Our
main cast have also been working hard learning their lines, developing their characters and
practising their scenes in preparation for the big day.

Please keep an eye out for an important nForma note that will need to be read and
actioned. This will include information about the running of the day, performance times,
student permission and opportunities for parent volunteers to assist.

Costume lists for each year level were sent via your child’s teacher on Seesaw last term
and will be sent out again as a reminder. We appreciate families beginning to organise
these costumes in preparation for the performance.

We are looking forward to seeing all of our students’ hard work come together on stage!

Alicia Wilson
Performing Arts Teacher



Unbox the Magic of Reading at the SMM Scholastic Book Fair! 

Get ready, readers! The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school from Monday, 27th
July to Friday, 31st July.

It’s the ultimate pop-up celebration of reading, packed with hundreds of fun, exciting, and
inspiring books for all ages—from popular picture books and early readers to the latest
graphic novels, middle-grade adventures, and STEM kits!

🗓️ Key Details
When: Monday, 27th July – Friday, 31st July
Where: Main Hall
Opening Hours:

Morning Session: 8:30 AM – 8:45 AM
Afternoon Session: 3:15 PM – 3:30 PM

Payment Methods: Card/Tap and Pay

🌟 Why Visit the Book Fair?
Spark a Passion for Reading: Finding a book kids want to read is the first step to
building a lifelong reading habit.
Support Our School: Every single purchase earns rewards for our school, allowing us to
add exciting new resources and books directly to our school library.
Great Choice & Variety: Something for every interest, reading level, and budget!

Pro Tip for Parents: Students will have a chance to browse the fair during their class time
and fill out a Wishlist to bring home! You can pay for these books online via the Scholastic
LOOP payment portal or come visit the fair together during open hours.

Mark your calendars and come explore the magic of books with us! We can't wait to see
you there.
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Literacy

Lucy McCarthy
Literacy Enhancement Leader
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MHiPS

Kath Novak
MHiPS Leader

Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) News
This week's topic is: Children's Wellbeing Continuum-Social

Social skills don’t develop automatically. Children are keen observers, so what we model
will always override what we say. When social issues happen at school, it’s an opportunity
for children to learn to navigate developmental hurdles and build their relationship skills.

Junior Primary (Prep to Year 2)
Cooperative group interactions are encouraged, and students need the following skills:

Turn-Taking & Sharing: Learning to wait patiently for a turn and share the equipment or
resources for games.
Following Multi-Step Instructions: Hearing, remembering, and acting, e.g. how to play a
game
Recognising Emotional or Body Language Cues, e.g., understanding basic facial
expressions and feelings in their peers so they can respond appropriately
Understanding Personal Space: Learning to respect others’ physical boundaries and
keeping hands to oneself, e.g. asking permission to use a belonging, not sitting too
close or ‘squeezing in between’

Upper Primary (Years 3 to 6)
As social dynamics become more subtle, greater self-awareness and social awareness are
key.

Active Listening: Focusing fully on what a peer says without interrupting or thinking of a
response, e.g. paraphrasing, clarifying and summarising
Conflict Resolution: Using words and problem-solving to negotiate disagreements
calmly rather than reacting aggressively or withdrawing.
Emotional Regulation: Having coping skills or ways to manage frustration or annoyance
when a game or social situation doesn’t go their way.
Inclusivity & Empathy: Noticing when a peer is having difficulty and proactively taking
positive action 
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MHiPS

Kath Novak
MHiPS Leader

How you can help your child develop social skills at home
"Tell me, and I'll forget; show me, and I may remember; involve me, and I'll
understand"

This is the best way to master a new skill, so practising social skills in context regularly at
home is ideal. Name the skill your child uses and reinforce it with positive comments.

Play Games with rules: Board and card games teach turn-taking and rule-following.
Model resilience when losing a game. Giving children experiences of losing helps them
to understand that things may not go their way. 
Guess the emotion via charades. Older children can be encouraged to widen their
emotional vocabulary to express the degree of feeling, e.g. ‘happy’ vs ‘ecstatic’/
‘thrilled’
Learning how to congratulate and encourage others is foundational to good
sportsmanship. Discuss how following game rules supports fairness & a team approach.
Monitor the skills mentioned during playdates or interactions with others, to see if you
can offer your child support, feedback or guidance
Create a "speaker's turn" routine: Model and practice active listening during family
meals. Teach children to focus on the speaker and wait their turn rather than
interrupting.
To ‘scaffold’ children’s understanding of social skills, use and discuss social stories,
scripts, movies, or role plays: For younger children, practice phrases like, "Do you want
to play my game?" For older children, practice compromise scripts like, "Let's try your
idea/game first, and then mine." 
Teach fair ways to select who goes first, e.g. rock paper scissors
Normalise disagreements as learning opportunities: When there’s a disagreement, build
perspective-taking and problem-solving skills, e.g. "What do you think your friend was
feeling?" or "What is a different way you could handle that next time?"
Social Emotional Homework! Partner with your child’s teacher: Ask if there are specific
social skills they notice that you could help to develop, practise and reinforce at home

Just as we teach the academic curriculum, so too we need to teach social skills in context
to help them thrive both inside and outside of the classroom and beyond. 

Thanks for working in partnership with us to support your child’s mental health and
wellbeing at SMM!
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Upcoming Events
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Community News
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At St Margaret Mary’s, we hold the care,
safety and wellbeing of our children as a

central and fundamental responsibility of all
staff of our school.

As a Catholic Community we
respect the Yalukit Willam and
Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin
Nation, traditional custodians of
the land upon which our school
resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

As a Catholic Community we
respect the Yalukit Willam and

Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin
Nation, traditional custodians of
the land upon which our school

resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in

our community and nation.

St Margaret Mary’s students are independent life-long learners inspired by Gospel values and empowered with a
sense of purpose and responsibility. They confidently engage with others and are equipped with skills to adapt to an

ever changing world.

Follow our social media accounts for the latest news and learning from around the school:

@stmargaretmarysspotswood St Margaret Mary’s Primary School - Spotswood
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	Irene was so very appreciative of the thank you poster created by our students and the gift of a hand-carved olive wood Mary and Jesus figure made in Bethlehem I gave her on behalf of the families and staff of SMM school.
	What stood out to me most, however, was not only celebrating Irene's remarkable contribution, but seeing so many St Margaret Mary's families and children choose to be there. In a world that often moves quickly from one thing to the next, taking the time to honour those who have given so much matters. It speaks volumes about the values we hope to instil in our SMM children.

	Principal’s Message
	Just as Irene and so many others helped build the community we enjoy today, our current parents, carers, grandparents, members of our Fundraising Social Group (FSG), School Advisory Council (SAC) and parish volunteers are helping shape the St Margaret Mary's that future generations will inherit.
	I have no doubt that, years from now, today's volunteers and families will be remembered with the same gratitude and appreciation. Thank you to everyone who joined us on Saturday. By choosing to be there, you not only honoured Irene's remarkable contribution, but also showed your children the importance of gratitude, service and remembering those whose generosity has helped shape our community.
	As I look back on the past fortnight, and also look forward to the SMM events to come: (Grandparent’s day, Book week, student disco) I feel incredibly grateful to lead a community that values learning, faith and one another so deeply. Thank you.
	Take care, Colleen
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	Student Representative Council News
	Below are our Semester Two SRC members.
	Foundation Blue
	Atlas J
	Violet F

	1 Green
	Hugo F
	Eadie L

	2 Yellow
	Cameron P
	Frankie N

	3/4 Orange
	Mars V
	Jenson T

	3/4 Purple
	Liam J
	Ruby M

	5 Lime
	Asher P
	Cynthia N

	5/6 Red
	Evelyn V
	Ariella X
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	Teaching & Learning
	Teaching & Learning
	Foundation
	Welcome back to Term 3!
	In Writing, our Foundation students have been exploring our class text, Giraffes Can't Dance, while developing their sentence-writing skills. We have been learning the difference between a fragment and a complete sentence, remembering that every sentence needs a noun (who or what) and a verb (the action).
	Students have enjoyed identifying and correcting fragments by turning them into complete sentences. Many have also challenged themselves to make their writing even more interesting by adding adjectives to describe people, animals and objects.
	To bring the story to life, students created their own Gerald the Giraffe puppets and enthusiastically retold the story through actions, helping them build confidence with story sequencing and oral language. Along the way, we have explored exciting new vocabulary, including words such as elegant and miracle, discussing their meanings and using them in conversation and writing.

	Year 1
	1 Green has had a wonderful start to Term 3, jumping right into rich, engaging learning experiences! In English, the students are working on developing their writing fluency, a focus across St Margaret Mary’s this semester. This fortnight, 1 Green has worked on extending their vocabulary, reviewing their sentences and identifying areas for growth. The students have also written sentences using the focus topics ‘before’ and ‘after’, developing logical sequencing skills. This daily routine has already promoted growth in the students’ handwriting automaticity and writing stamina, strengthened decoding and phonics knowledge and reinforced sentence structure. In UFLI, 1 Green has worked on distinguishing between open and closed syllables, with the students eager to spot the phonemic patterns within their day-to-day.
	In Maths, our focus over the past fortnight has been on measuring the length of objects. The students have been supported to use informal units (such as paper clips, glue sticks, and erasers) to measure the horizontal and vertical length of various classroom objects. 1 Green has developed their concrete conceptual understanding of what measurement actually is, ready to explore universal standard units later on.

	Year 2
	This term has got off to a flying start in 2 Yellow.
	We have begun our days with Writing Fluency Blast following the I do, we do, you do process and exploring fragments, sentences and various other vocabulary aspects to improve our writing skills and stamina.
	We are learning to use a dictionary as a team game. Miss Thompson calls out a word, we have to work in pairs/teams to find the word the fastest and read the definition using our knowledge of alphabetical order.
	In Maths, we began doubling, halving and skip counting to begin our unit on Multiplication and Division. We were able to demonstrate these skills through drawing dots, using manipulatives and writing the simple equations.

	Years 3 and 4
	It has been a wonderful start to Term 3 in 3/4 Orange, with students settling back into routines and embracing their learning with enthusiasm. In Literacy, we have begun reading our new class novel, Storm Boy, and started learning how to write an information report, focusing on organising facts into clear and informative sections.
	In Mathematics, we have launched a new unit on multiplication and division, with a particular focus on solving worded problems using a range of strategies.
	In SEL, students have been developing their teamwork and problem-solving skills, learning how to work collaboratively to overcome challenges. In Religion, we have been learning about The Last Supper as we prepare our Year 4 students for the Sacrament of the Eucharist. In Core Knowledge, we have begun exploring the fascinating world of the Vikings, discovering what life was like during the Viking Age and the impact they had on history. It has been a fantastic start to the term, and we look forward to another exciting fortnight of learning ahead!

	Years 3 and 4
	3/4 Purple have continued to engage enthusiastically in their learning across all curriculum areas.
	In Mathematics, students have been developing their understanding of multiplication and division by using place value to solve two-digit problems involving tens and ones, with some students extending their learning to work with numbers in the hundreds. Next week, we begin our new unit on angles. In Literacy, the class has thoroughly enjoyed our new class novel, Storm Boy, which includes writing an information report about the Coorong in South Australia.
	In Religion, students have been learning about the Eucharist and its significance within the Catholic faith. Our new Core Knowledge History unit on the Vikings has also been a highlight, with students eager to learn about Viking life, exploration and culture. A reminder to families that students in Grades 3–6 will be attending the Royal Botanic Gardens on Friday, 7 August, to participate in the Connecting to Country program. We look forward to this exciting learning opportunity.

	Year 5
	This fortnight in 5 Lime, we have settled back into learning and established positive classroom routines for the term ahead. Students have embraced new learning opportunities across all subject areas while also beginning rehearsals for our upcoming school production. There has been plenty of excitement as they started learning their dances, and we look forward to watching their confidence grow over the coming weeks.
	In Literacy, we have been introduced to our new class novel, Once by Morris Gleitzman. Before beginning the novel, students explored the historical context of World War II and the Holocaust to develop their background knowledge and understanding of the events that shaped the story. Set in Nazi-occupied Poland, Once follows Felix, a young Jewish boy who leaves the orphanage where he has been living to search for his parents. Students have engaged thoughtfully with the opening chapters, making predictions, asking questions, and discussing the experiences of the characters, while beginning to develop empathy and an understanding of this significant period in history.
	In Core Knowledge, we have begun exploring the concepts of wants, needs, and scarcity. Students have been considering how limited resources influence the choices made by individuals and communities, while making connections to real-world examples.
	In Religious Education, we have begun our unit exploring the Road to Sainthood. Students are learning about the lives of inspiring saints and reflecting on the values they demonstrated, while considering how these qualities can be applied in our own daily lives. They have enthusiastically begun creating their Saint showcase booklets, which they will use to record their learning and discoveries throughout the term.

	Years 5 and 6
	We've had a great start to Term 3 and have settled back into our learning routines quickly. This term, our class has begun reading Once by Morris Gleitzman. Before starting the novel, students explored the historical context to build their background knowledge and make informed predictions about the story. They also completed a research scavenger hunt to learn more about the Holocaust and the setting of the novel, helping them develop a deeper understanding of the events and themes they will encounter throughout our novel study.
	We have also kicked off preparations for this year's school production! Students have been enjoying weekly rehearsals with our fantastic instructors, Kyle and Millie. This week, they learnt their first dance to "Men in Black", and there was plenty of enthusiasm and energy on display. We're looking forward to watching their confidence grow as they continue learning and practising throughout the term.

	Performing Arts
	Excitement is building for our upcoming school production, A Night at the Museum, on Thursday 27 August! There will be two performances on the day: a matinee at 1:30pm and an evening performance at 6:00pm.
	Rehearsals are well underway, with students working with Kinect Performing Arts every Tuesday and Friday to learn and polish their songs, dances and performance routines. Our main cast have also been working hard learning their lines, developing their characters and practising their scenes in preparation for the big day.
	Please keep an eye out for an important nForma note that will need to be read and actioned. This will include information about the running of the day, performance times, student permission and opportunities for parent volunteers to assist.
	Costume lists for each year level were sent via your child’s teacher on Seesaw last term and will be sent out again as a reminder. We appreciate families beginning to organise these costumes in preparation for the performance.
	We are looking forward to seeing all of our students’ hard work come together on stage!
	Alicia Wilson Performing Arts Teacher
	Literacy

	Unbox the Magic of Reading at the SMM Scholastic Book Fair!
	Get ready, readers! The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school from Monday, 27th July to Friday, 31st July.
	It’s the ultimate pop-up celebration of reading, packed with hundreds of fun, exciting, and inspiring books for all ages—from popular picture books and early readers to the latest graphic novels, middle-grade adventures, and STEM kits!
	🗓️ Key Details
	When: Monday, 27th July – Friday, 31st July
	Where: Main Hall
	Opening Hours:
	Morning Session: 8:30 AM – 8:45 AM
	Afternoon Session: 3:15 PM – 3:30 PM
	Payment Methods: Card/Tap and Pay
	🌟 Why Visit the Book Fair?
	Spark a Passion for Reading: Finding a book kids want to read is the first step to building a lifelong reading habit.
	Support Our School: Every single purchase earns rewards for our school, allowing us to add exciting new resources and books directly to our school library.
	Great Choice & Variety: Something for every interest, reading level, and budget!
	Pro Tip for Parents: Students will have a chance to browse the fair during their class time and fill out a Wishlist to bring home! You can pay for these books online via the Scholastic LOOP payment portal or come visit the fair together during open hours.
	Mark your calendars and come explore the magic of books with us! We can't wait to see you there.
	Lucy McCarthy Literacy Enhancement Leader

	MHiPS
	Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) News This week's topic is: Children's Wellbeing Continuum-Social
	Social skills don’t develop automatically. Children are keen observers, so what we model will always override what we say. When social issues happen at school, it’s an opportunity for children to learn to navigate developmental hurdles and build their relationship skills.
	Junior Primary (Prep to Year 2) Cooperative group interactions are encouraged, and students need the following skills:
	Turn-Taking & Sharing: Learning to wait patiently for a turn and share the equipment or resources for games.
	Following Multi-Step Instructions: Hearing, remembering, and acting, e.g. how to play a game
	Recognising Emotional or Body Language Cues, e.g., understanding basic facial expressions and feelings in their peers so they can respond appropriately
	Understanding Personal Space: Learning to respect others’ physical boundaries and keeping hands to oneself, e.g. asking permission to use a belonging, not sitting too close or ‘squeezing in between’
	Upper Primary (Years 3 to 6) As social dynamics become more subtle, greater self-awareness and social awareness are key.
	Active Listening: Focusing fully on what a peer says without interrupting or thinking of a response, e.g. paraphrasing, clarifying and summarising
	Conflict Resolution: Using words and problem-solving to negotiate disagreements calmly rather than reacting aggressively or withdrawing.
	Emotional Regulation: Having coping skills or ways to manage frustration or annoyance when a game or social situation doesn’t go their way.
	Inclusivity & Empathy: Noticing when a peer is having difficulty and proactively taking positive action
	Kath Novak MHiPS Leader

	MHiPS
	How you can help your child develop social skills at home "Tell me, and I'll forget; show me, and I may remember; involve me, and I'll understand"
	This is the best way to master a new skill, so practising social skills in context regularly at home is ideal. Name the skill your child uses and reinforce it with positive comments.
	Play Games with rules: Board and card games teach turn-taking and rule-following.
	Model resilience when losing a game. Giving children experiences of losing helps them to understand that things may not go their way.
	Guess the emotion via charades. Older children can be encouraged to widen their emotional vocabulary to express the degree of feeling, e.g. ‘happy’ vs ‘ecstatic’/ ‘thrilled’
	Learning how to congratulate and encourage others is foundational to good sportsmanship. Discuss how following game rules supports fairness & a team approach.
	Monitor the skills mentioned during playdates or interactions with others, to see if you can offer your child support, feedback or guidance
	Create a "speaker's turn" routine: Model and practice active listening during family meals. Teach children to focus on the speaker and wait their turn rather than interrupting.
	To ‘scaffold’ children’s understanding of social skills, use and discuss social stories, scripts, movies, or role plays: For younger children, practice phrases like, "Do you want to play my game?" For older children, practice compromise scripts like, "Let's try your idea/game first, and then mine."
	Teach fair ways to select who goes first, e.g. rock paper scissors
	Normalise disagreements as learning opportunities: When there’s a disagreement, build perspective-taking and problem-solving skills, e.g. "What do you think your friend was feeling?" or "What is a different way you could handle that next time?"
	Social Emotional Homework! Partner with your child’s teacher: Ask if there are specific social skills they notice that you could help to develop, practise and reinforce at home
	Just as we teach the academic curriculum, so too we need to teach social skills in context to help them thrive both inside and outside of the classroom and beyond.
	Thanks for working in partnership with us to support your child’s mental health and wellbeing at SMM!
	Kath Novak MHiPS Leader
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	Follow our social media accounts for the latest news and learning from around the school:
	@stmargaretmarysspotswood
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