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Dear Families,

There is a lovely rhythm settling across St Margaret Mary’s as we move through the middle
of Term 1. Classrooms are calm and purposeful, and the children are well and truly
engaged in their learning.

We began our school liturgical year in a beautiful way with our Ash Wednesday Mass. Ash 

Special 
Announcements

Wed 23  Feb - 5 Lime Assembly 2:40pmrd

Tue 3  Mar - 2 Yellow Class Massrd

Mon 9  Mar - Labour Day Public Holidayth

Principal’s Message

I also had the pleasure of meeting with our three Wellbeing
Leaders - Alex, Maddi and Patrick - who have thoughtfully
prepared a proposal for student lunchtime activities. A budget
has been set to support this initiative and we will meet again
next Monday to continue refining the plan.

Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a season of reflection,
renewal and turning our hearts back to God. During Mass the
staff and families of SMM’s gifted framed images of St Margaret
Mary & our Holy Father Pope Francis to St Margaret Mary’s
Church and Sacred Heart Church Newport. Father blessed these
gifts as a sign of our shared commitment to working together in
mission as school and parish.

Our FSG meeting this week was productive and positive. It was wonderful to see parents
from across year levels planning ahead for the year. A calendar of events will be shared
shortly so families can mark key dates early. Thank you to those who give their time so
generously - it genuinely strengthens our community.
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Prospective parent school tours have begun strongly. It is always a joy to share our school
with new families and to see their reaction to the warmth, calm and sense of belonging
that is so characteristic of SMM. Our front garden is starting to grow and our new signage
are also something to celebrate; they help us create a welcoming presence here in
Spotswood.

If you have neighbours, friends or family exploring school options, please encourage them
to reach out and join us for a tour. Word of mouth remains one of the most powerful ways
families find their way to our community. 

If you have a child who will be starting Foundation in 2027, please fill in an enrolment form
at your earliest convenience as we begin planning for the 2027 school year. Early
enrolments greatly assist us in preparing classes and staffing for the years ahead.

Another exciting update is the launch of our new website. We encourage families to check
it out and join us in spreading the news about the many aspects that make St Margaret
Mary’s so special.

Thank you, as always, for the quiet, steady support you give your children and our school.

Take care,
Colleen

Student Pick-Up During Break Times

                        

Students often do not hear announcements straight away which can make you late for
appointments. 

If you are able, please arrange pick-ups for before or after the breaks. 
Recess is 11.00–11.30 and lunch is 1.30–2.15.

Thank you for your understanding and support.

Principal’s Message

REMINDER: Please families, we request you avoid collecting students
during recess or lunch breaks. 
These times can be busy with staff prioritising yard duty, first aid. 
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Important Dates
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Awards
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Thank you for taking the time to bring your children to school for our beginning-of-year
assessment days. These sessions have provided us with valuable insights into each student’s
current level of understanding in Mathematics and will help guide our teaching and support
throughout the year.

Developing strong number knowledge in the early years is essential for building a solid
foundation in Mathematics and supporting long-term success in students’ learning.

At St Margaret Mary’s, we have introduced Number Blast sessions four times a week across
the school to strengthen students’ number knowledge and develop fluency in Mathematics.
These regular, focused sessions support confidence, accuracy, and automatic recall of key
number skills.

We know that strong collaboration between home and school is important so that students
can see we are working together to support their learning.

From the data we have collected, we have noticed that some students are still developing
confidence with correct digit formation. It can be helpful to occasionally check how your
child is forming their digits at home and correctly guide them if needed, as this supports
accuracy and fluency over time.

Practising number word sequences forwards and backwards within the stated ranges is
also a simple and effective way to strengthen number knowledge and build confidence.

On the following page, I have included a summary table outlining the end-of-year
expectations for each year level. You may find this helpful when supporting maths learning
at home. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in 
your child’s learning.

Anne Ablinger
Mathematics - Learning Enhancement Teacher

Mathematics
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Maths
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Wellbeing
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What is Cold Calling?
Cold calling is a structured questioning strategy where the teacher chooses a student to share an answer without asking for hands up.
This means:

Everyone thinks.
Everyone prepares an answer.
The teacher selects who shares.

It ensures that learning is active and inclusive for all students — not just the quickest or most confident volunteers

Why Do We Use It?
Research in the Science of Learning shows that students learn
best when they:

Retrieve knowledge from memory
Stay actively engaged
Practise explaining their thinking
Participate regularly

Cold calling helps teachers:
Check understanding across the whole class
Strengthen memory and retention
Build oral language skills
Ensure equitable participation
Maintain attention and focus

When students know they may be asked to contribute, they are
more likely to stay mentally engaged in the lesson.

What It Looks Like in Practice
Cold calling at SMM is:

Calm and respectful
Used after thinking time
Supported with scaffolds
Focused on learning, not performance

Teachers often say:
“Everyone think…”
“Turn and talk…”
“Write your answer first…”
“I’m going to choose someone to share.”

This ensures students have time to process before speaking.

How We Ensure Psychological Safety
We understand that speaking in front of others can feel
daunting, especially for younger children.
To support confidence, teachers:

Provide think time before asking
Use supportive language
Offer sentence starters if needed
Allow students to build on others’ answers
Maintain a warm and encouraging tone

Cold calling is never used to embarrass students. It is used to
help them grow.

Benefits for Students
Over time, this routine helps children:

Develop confidence in speaking
Strengthen memory and recall
Improve vocabulary
Explain their reasoning
Engage consistently in learning

In the early years, it particularly supports:
Phonics and reading recall
Early numeracy understanding
Oral language development

What You Might Hear at Home
Your child might say:

“The teacher picked me!”
“We don’t put our hands up.”
“Everyone has to think.”

These are signs that active learning is happening.

Our Commitment
At SMM, we aim to build classrooms where:

Thinking is expected from everyone
Mistakes are part of learning
Participation is inclusive
Confidence grows over time

If you would like to know more about our instructional practices,
please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.
Together, we continue to create classrooms where every learner is
engaged, supported and challenged to flourish.

Teaching & Learning

Teaching & Learning
Around the Rooms

Why We Use Cold Calling in Classrooms

At St Margaret Mary’s, we are committed to evidence-informed teaching practices that
strengthen learning, engagement and confidence for every student.
One instructional routine you may hear your child mention is “cold calling.” We would like
to explain what this means, why we use it, and how it supports your child’s learning.
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Spot It, Copy It, Make It – Patterns in Foundation!

Foundation Blue students have been busy mathematicians as we explore the wonderful
world of patterns! We have been learning how to identify, copy and create patterns using
colours, objects and everyday materials.

Students have worked hard to recognise what comes next in a pattern and to carefully
copy patterns shown to them. A big focus has been understanding the “unit of repeat” – the
part of the pattern that keeps repeating over and over. This has helped us become
confident pattern detectives!

We have also enjoyed creating our own 2-part (AB) and 3-part (ABC) patterns using
colours, blocks, counters and classroom objects. It has been wonderful to see students
explaining their thinking and confidently sharing how their pattern repeats.

Foundation
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Year 1

1 Green students have continued to work hard
in this past fortnight, eager to participate in
classroom discussions and build upon their
knowledge. We have focused on informative
texts within English, using the book A Year on
our Farm to discuss how the seasons change
over the year, with students applying this to
their own lives. The students have enjoyed
looking at the local nature and are excited to
see the leaves change from our classroom
window. 

In Maths the students are using their whiteboard routines to engage in our daily reviews
and OCHRE lessons. The fortnight’s topic, data, was an exciting opportunity to get to know
each other’s thoughts and preferences (including who most wants to live on a pirate ship
and how many people like strawberry ice cream). 

1 Green continues to review and
demonstrate the RICE values each day,
discussing each morning how they sit
ready to learn, respond to teacher
direction and show respect for each
other’s learning. 

What a great start to the year! 
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In 2 Yellow, we have been doing all things number and place value. We can identify 3 digit
numbers, order them, represent them as MAB blocks and show the partitioning into
hundreds, tens and ones.

We have also been exploring what respect means and the many ways we can show it by
upholding the values and rules of St Margaret Mary’s. We were able to brainstorm different
words or phrases that align with respect.

Year 2
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Years 3 and 4

Over the past fortnight, 3/4 Orange have continued to work hard across all learning areas.
In Numeracy, we began learning about fact families, exploring the relationship between
addition and subtraction and building fluency with number facts. In Literacy, we have been
developing our note-taking skills and have started learning how to structure and write a
persuasive text, while continuing to enjoy our class novel ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’. In SEL, we
have been focusing on using our laptops responsibly and understanding how to be safe,
respectful digital citizens. In Religion, we created our beautiful class prayer cloth, prepared
for Lent by making thoughtful Lenten promises, and learned about the significance of
Shrove Tuesday as we begin this important season in the Church calendar. We are having
so much fun! 
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Years 3 and 4

3/4 Purple have been busy building their understanding of different strategies for addition
and subtraction, including using fact families and number lines to strengthen number
fluency and problem-solving skills. In Literacy, we have continued our class novel Kensuke’s
Kingdom, while further developing our persuasive and narrative writing skills. Students are
working on structuring their ideas clearly and supporting their opinions with strong reasons
and examples. In Geography, we have been exploring rivers from around the world and
investigating their importance to farms, cities and communities. This has led to rich
discussions about how waterways support agriculture, transport and daily life. It has been
wonderful to see the class engaging thoughtfully across all learning areas.



It’s been a busy few weeks as we are settling into our routines and expectations in 5 Lime.
Our students have adjusted wonderfully to stepping into the senior year level. They have
been role-modelling excellent behaviour during daily routines and have eagerly welcomed
the new Prep students to SMM, sharing their eating times with their little buddies.

As we continue building our classroom community, students have been exploring symbols
that remind us of prayer and have been working together to create a class prayer cloth
that we will proudly display in our room. We are also discovering more about how each of
us learns best, recognising that everyone requires different strategies and approaches to
gain knowledge in the classroom.
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Year 5 

⭐

⭐

⭐

⭐
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It’s been a busy and productive couple of
weeks in 5/6 RED!

We have been settling into our literacy and
numeracy routines and students are showing
great focus and consistency in their learning.
Our student leaders have also been busy
settling into their roles as school captains
and taking on their responsibilities with
enthusiasm. Our school captains led their
first assembly, confidently presenting the
Student of the week awards. 

Years 5 and 6

⭐

Other captains have been actively supporting around the school by assisting yard duty
teachers, managing sports equipment and showing our new Foundation students the ropes.

We are incredibly proud of the initiative, responsibility, and leadership our students are
already demonstrating.

We also hosted the first Whole School Mass for Ash Wednesday.

Students represented our class with great pride as they helped to present and lead the
Mass. They demonstrated reverence, confidence, and maturity, and were excellent role
models for the rest of the school throughout the service.

We are proud of how thoughtfully and respectfully our students represented both our class
and the wider school community.
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Specialists

STEM - Foundation

Foundation kicked off their ‘What Are Things Made Of?’ unit by exploring the materials used
to make everyday objects. Students examined a variety of common items and identified the
materials used to create them, building an understanding of the difference between
natural and synthetic materials. To support their investigations, students were introduced to
simple scientific tools such as magnifying glasses and binoculars, learning how these tools
help scientists observe objects more closely. Students then applied their learning by
creating their own pair of binoculars.

⭐
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Specialists

STEM - Year 1

The Year 1s launched into their ‘Pushes and Pulls’ unit by exploring the fundamental
principles of forces. Students investigated how pushes and pulls can be used to create a
funny face, before manipulating playdough using these forces. Through hands-on
exploration, they discovered that an object’s shape can change when a force is applied.
Students also explored how pushing or pulling an object can affect its motion and
direction, building their understanding of how forces work in everyday situations.



@stmargaretmarysspotswood

St Margaret Mary’s Primary School - Spotswood
(03) 9391 3118
181 Hudsons Road, Spotswood VIC 3015

Specialists

STEM - Year 2

The Year 2s tuned into their ‘Making Sounds’ unit by exploring how sound is created through
vibration. Students observed how their vocal cords vibrate when making sound and
explored sounds found in nature as well as those made by people. They went on a sound
scavenger hunt around the school to identify and record different noises in their
environment. Using everyday objects such as rulers, rubber bands, and paper, students
investigated how vibrating materials produce sound and how different actions create
different types of sounds. 
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Specialists

Performing Arts

There has been wonderful energy in Performing Arts!

Our Senior students have learned their very first ukulele chord and are confidently
practising their strumming patterns. It’s been exciting to hear whole classes playing
together as they strengthen their timing and musical skills.

In the Middles, students are diving into rhythm, learning to read, write and play music using
different notes and their beat values. Through clapping, percussion and engaging rhythm
activities, they are building strong foundations while having lots of fun.

⭐
⭐⭐
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Parent Information

Important reminder for families – Student medical information and medication

To support the safety and wellbeing of all students, families are reminded to notify the
school of any medical conditions, allergies or health care needs affecting their child,
including asthma, anaphylaxis, diabetes, seizures or other diagnosed conditions.

If your child has a medical condition or requires medication to be administered at school,
please ensure that the school is provided with a current Medical Management Plan
authorised by your child’s treating medical practitioner, along with any required
medication.

Families are asked to advise the school as soon as possible if there are any changes to
their child’s medical needs, treatment or prescribed medication.

Updates and documentation can be provided through the school office or by contacting
the school directly. Please note that new or updated medical plans must be received
before the school can implement changes to a student’s care at school.

Thank you for helping us to keep all students safe and well at St Margaret Mary’s.

Paul Smith
Deputy Principal / Director of Inclusive Learning & Teaching

From the Wellbeing Leaders

We are writing to you about our quiet area this year. We will use the grass area behind the
church. This area is a cool-down zone for students across the school at playtimes. In this
area, we will offer a plethora of activities. In the beginning, the use of the area will be
timetabled to avoid crowding. Students can also chat and colour in this area. Please
provide a colouring book labelled with your child’s name to bring to school and keep in the
classroom tub marked colouring books if your child would like to colour. Pencils will be
provided.

From Yr 6 SMM Wellbeing Captains
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At St Margaret Mary’s, we hold the care,
safety and wellbeing of our children as a

central and fundamental responsibility of all
staff of our school.

As a Catholic Community we
respect the Yalukit Willam and
Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin
Nation, traditional custodians of
the land upon which our school
resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

As a Catholic Community we
respect the Yalukit Willam and
Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin
Nation, traditional custodians of
the land upon which our school
resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

St Margaret Mary’s students are independent life-long learners inspired by Gospel values and empowered with a
sense of purpose and responsibility. They confidently engage with others and are equipped with skills to adapt to an

ever changing world.

Follow our social media accounts for the latest news and learning from around the school:

@stmargaretmarysspotswood St Margaret Mary’s Primary School - Spotswood


