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Hello SMM Families and friends,

We began the year together as a staff with prayer and
reflection, drawing on St Patrick’s Breastplate during
our planning day. This time allowed us to slow down
and reconnect with what anchors us as a school
community. Through shared reflection and
conversation, we explored what our values look like,
feel like and sound like in daily practice — in our work
with one another, with our students, and in partnership
with families. From this place, staff set personal and 

Special 
Announcements

Mon 9  Feb - 3/4 Orange Assembly 2:40pmth

Wed 18  Feb - Ash Wednesday/Opening Mass 11:30amth

Wed 23  Feb - 5 Lime Assembly 2:40pmrd

Principal’s Message

professional intentions for the year ahead, grounded in relationship, compassion and a
shared commitment to integrity and trust. I’ve included the words we reflected on, and I
encourage you to listen to the beautiful song Deer’s Cry, which draws directly on the words
of this comforting prayer.

These early weeks at school help shape how children feel and learn across the year, so our
focus is on helping them feel safe, known and settled, allowing learning and wellbeing to
grow. Across the school, we are already seeing calm classrooms, growing confidence and
positive connections forming across both new and familiar faces.

This early work helps children settle in and gives teachers the space to get to know them
well. The time spent meeting with families at the start of the year allowed for calm, familiar
beginnings for children, shared understanding between home and school, and a strong



foundation for the weeks ahead. Thank you to parents and guardians for supporting these
meetings while juggling your own commitments. It has supported steady classrooms and a
connected, confident start to the year.

Our Welcome Back Morning and Welcome Picnic reflected this same spirit. They strengthen
trust, nurture connection and remind us that St Margaret Mary’s is a community built on
relationships. It was heartening to see families reconnecting so naturally with one another
and with staff.

As the term unfolds, families may notice a few small changes around the school. A new
screen has “rolled” in to the foyer and will be used to share highlights, key information and
images from learning across the school, including updates from the building project. As
always, important communication will continue to be shared with all families through this
newsletter and via nForma.

There have also been some changes to learning spaces. Our music room is now located in
the hall foyer, with a piano installed and already being enjoyed by students. STEM learning
is taking place within classrooms this year, supporting hands-on learning that connects
naturally with other areas of the curriculum.

One of the things that makes St Margaret Mary’s a little different this year is that we are
trialling five specialist learning areas rather than the usual four. All students will have
access to Music, Physical Education, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics), Art and Auslan. This approach supports a broad and balanced learning
experience for children and also provides classroom teachers with additional release time
above award requirements for planning, preparation and professional learning. This will be
in place for 2026.

This term, we are also trialling students lining up facing the hall. From the first day, staff
have been teaching calm, predictable routines to help children feel secure and confident
as they move through the day. Consistent routines support positive wellbeing by reducing
unnecessary uncertainty. Thank you to parents and guardians for supporting these routines,
particularly at drop-off and pick-up times. Your support has helped the term begin smoothly
and positively for our children.
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A small practical note: you’ll find a list of out of class staffing and key contacts below. It’s
there to help families know who to touch base with, and it supports clear, consistent
communication across the school.

Thank you for the way our community has begun the year - inclusion, kindness and a shared
commitment to our children.

Take care, 
Colleen

Welcome Back Morning

Principal’s Message
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Welcome Back Picnic

Principal’s Message

Thank you to Fraser’s for sponsoring the bubble entertainment.
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Leadership Team

Colleen McCambridge Principal

principal@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

Paul Smith Deputy Principal / Director of Inclusive Learning &
Teaching
psmith@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

Julia Foott Learning & Inclusive Practices Leader (3-6)
jfoott@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

Anne Ablinger Mathematics - Learning Enhancement Leader
aablinger@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

Lucy McCarthy Literacy - Learning Enhancement Leader
lmccarthy@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

James Mitchell Religious Education & Community Partnerships Leader
jmitchell@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

Administration

Ruth Galea Administration Manager/Bursar

Emily Santillo Administration 

office@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

Staffing 2026
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Learning Enhancement Team

Kath Novak MHiPS/Enhancement and Intervention F-2

Alicia Wilson Literacy Enhancement and Intervention

Jenna Falcone Mathematics Enhancement and Intervention

Classoom Teachers

Fiona Parnell Foundation Blue

Kristen Horwood 1 Green

Mackenzie Thompson 2 Yellow

Brooke Hutchins 3/4 Orange

Simon Radford 3/4 Purple

Shannay Garner 5 Lime

Maddi Prskawetz 5/6 Red

LSOs

Chase Litherland F-2 LSO

Ciara Marasea 1 LSO

Solly McKay 3/4 LSO

Evie Allan 3-6 LSO

Specialist Team

Emma McQuirk Visual Arts/AUSLAN 3-6

Alicia Wilson Music & Performing Arts/AUSLAN F-2

Jenna Falcone STEM

James Mitchell Physical Education
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Important Dates



Celebrating Our Students in 2026

Student of the Week awards are now aligned with our school values of Respect,
Integrity, Compassion and Excellence, which underpin everything we do as a
learning community.

Whole-school assemblies will be held every second Monday at 2:45pm. This will
be this coming Monday 9th February.

At each assembly, one to two Student of the Week per class will be presented,
recognising students who demonstrate our values through their learning and
interactions.

Families will be notified VIA SCHOOL NEWSLETTER every second Friday if their
child is receiving Student of the Week, ahead of the following Monday’s
assembly.

There will be no separate values awards presented at Monday morning
assemblies - this is covered in the student of the week and is a Change from last
year.

Birthday celebrations will take place at assemblies:
Students who have had a birthday since the previous assembly will have their
name read aloud
Students will remain in their place while Happy Birthday is sung - a change
from last year for safety / wellbeing reasons
Birthday certificates will be handed to students after the assembly to
support a calm and inclusive celebration

We look forward to celebrating our students in ways that highlight our empowering,
life-giving school values.

Awards
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SRC
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Foundation Blue Olivia C Nate W

1 Green Christian S Lily G

2 Yellow Rosie L Avery T

3/4 Orange Kora M Ben R

3/4 Purple Grace S Jackson D

5 Lime Daniel L Ava B

5/6 Red Finn C Evelyn V

Below are our Semester One SRC members.
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Wellbeing



A wonderful start to the year – and how our routines support flourishing learners.

We have had a very positive and productive start to the school year at St Margaret Mary’s.

Our teachers began the week with an induction and professional learning day focused on
school processes, expectations and shared ways of working. This ensured all staff were
aligned in how we support learning and wellbeing across the school.

This was followed by two days of student assessment and check-in activities. These
sessions are an important part of our commitment to developing flourishing learners. The
information gathered allows teachers to understand each child’s strengths and needs and
to clearly identify where students are now and where they need to go next, so learning can
be planned intentionally and responsively.

Friday was dedicated to whole-staff first aid training, ensuring all staff are confident and
prepared to respond to a range of situations and continue to provide a safe environment
for all students.

Monday marked our first full day back with children, and the calm and settled atmosphere
across the school was noticeable. This was the result of our meet and greet sessions, the
assessment days, and the extensive work teachers completed in preparing learning spaces
and planning for the success of every student.

A key reason for this smooth and confident start has been the way classroom routines have
been carefully and consistently introduced.

At St Margaret Mary’s, behaviour and learning routines are not assumed, they are explicitly
taught, just like reading, writing and mathematics. Teachers introduce each routine, explain
why it is important, model what it looks like, practise it with students, and then support
students to carry it out independently. This approach helps students feel secure, know what
to expect and build independence from the very beginning of the year.

Teaching & Learning

Teaching & Learning
Around the Rooms

@stmargaretmarysspotswood

St Margaret Mary’s Primary School - Spotswood
(03) 9391 3118
181 Hudsons Road, Spotswood VIC 3015



From the first days of school, students have been explicitly taught how to:

line up and enter classrooms calmly and respectfully
unpack and begin the day in a settled and organised way
respond quickly and positively to whole-class attention cues
move safely and quietly between learning spaces
exit classrooms in an orderly and calm manner
participate in learning by answering and asking questions appropriately
use different voice levels depending on the task and learning setting
listen attentively and show respect when others are speaking.

Across the school, students are learning shared routines for gaining attention and
beginning learning. These common cues and expectations create predictability and allow
teachers to maximise learning time and minimise disruption.

Students are also explicitly taught how to participate confidently in classroom discussions.
This includes understanding when to raise hands, when they may be invited to respond by
their teacher, and how to use a clear and confident speaking voice. This ensures every child
feels supported to contribute and that participation is inclusive and fair for all learners.

Importantly, routines also support student safety and wellbeing. Students practise clear
procedures for transitions, emergency evacuations and lockdown situations, so that if these
are ever needed, students can respond calmly and confidently.

Teachers monitor how well routines are being used and provide additional practice or
support when required. This may include:

reteaching routines to a whole class,
providing additional support for small groups, or
offering individual support to help students access routines successfully.

By establishing these shared routines early, we reduce uncertainty, support positive
behaviour and create calm, predictable learning environments where children can focus,
feel safe and continue to grow as confident and capable, truly flourishing learners.

Paul Smith
Deputy Principal / Director of Inclusive Learning & Teaching

Teaching & Learning
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Our Foundation students are off and learning!

Our Foundation students have had a fantastic first few days at school and are settling in
beautifully. They have been learning new routines, including how to line up safely, move
around the classroom, and care for their belongings.

The children have enjoyed using their whiteboards to practise drawing, writing and sharing
their ideas, showing great enthusiasm and focus. We have also been learning about whole-
body listening—using our eyes, ears, hands, and bodies to demonstrate readiness to learn. It
has been wonderful to see the Foundation students start the school year on a positive note,
and we look forward to an exciting year ahead!
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1 Green returned to St Margaret Mary’s this year with a positive attitude and a readiness to
learn. Our first week was spent relearning the routines and expectations that set our
students up for a positive school day. Year 1 confidently participated in our Numeracy Daily
Reviews and OCHRE Maths unit work, where they were proud to demonstrate their number
knowledge from Foundation. They were excited to receive their new whiteboards and to
‘chin’ their answers during these routines. Continuing on with the Initial Lit program from
Foundation, our Year 1s reviewed their sound and letter knowledge and confidently read out
CVC words. They participated in many ‘book talks’ last week, excited to share their own
text–to-self connections and discuss their goals for Literacy this year. 

2026 is going to be a wonderful year in Year 1!  

Year 1
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2 Yellow has started 2026 with a bang! We are straight back into reading and writing
numerals and identifying numbers based on the Base-ten blocks given. We have begun
looking at the digraphs of ay, ai, ee, and ea and any rules they may have that help us to
know how to spell words. We have started reading a book called ‘Under the Southern
Cross’ by Frane Lessac which has both imaginative and informative layers to the text and
have begun to determine the subject and verb within sentences. We have begun our Faith
Life studies by attending to our prayer routine, discussing the importance of the cross as a
symbol of Catholic Faith and mindfully colouring a mosaic cross design. We have been
reminding ourselves of all the rules and routines that help us learn the best we can at all
times. We have already crammed so much into our first few days back, stay tuned for much
more to come!

Year 2
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3/4 Orange have had a fantastic start to the year as we’ve spent time getting to know one
another and settling into our classroom routines. It has been wonderful to see students
building positive relationships and showing enthusiasm for learning. Although it has only
been one week, we have started the year strong with lots of learning. In maths, we have
been exploring place value, with a focus on reading, representing, and ordering large
numbers. In Literacy, we have begun reading Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. So
far, we have learned about Michael and his family, and we can’t wait to find out what
happened to Michael on his twelfth birthday. As a class, we have revisited our school
values of Respect, Integrity, Compassion and Excellence, and worked together to create a
meaningful class prayer that reflects these values. We are also very excited to be running
the very first assembly of the year. We have spent the whole week practicing, and we are
looking forward to sharing our learning and representing 3/4 Orange with pride!

Years 3 and 4



@stmargaretmarysspotswood

St Margaret Mary’s Primary School - Spotswood
(03) 9391 3118
181 Hudsons Road, Spotswood VIC 3015

3/4 Purple have had a fantastic start to the school year and are settling really well into
their new routines. Over the past week, students have been learning our class expectations
and school values, Respect, Integrity, Excellence and Compassion with a strong focus on
being responsible and ready to learn. In Numeracy, we have been developing our
understanding of place value, using hands-on activities and discussions to build confidence
and deepen understanding.

In Literacy, students have been exploring short and long vowel sounds, grammar and
sentence structure through our class novel Kensuke’s Kingdom. This engaging text has
sparked thoughtful conversations and supported students to make connections while
strengthening their reading and writing skills. We also completed some fun getting to know
you pieces of writing, two truths and a tale to engage students earlier in the week.

It has been a pleasure meeting families recently and getting to know your child. Thank you
for your ongoing support, it is wonderful to see such positive partnerships forming so early
in the year.

Years 3 and 4



What a fantastic start to the year in Grade 5!

Students have returned to school with an incredibly positive attitude and have already
stepped into the role of thoughtful leaders and role models within our community. Our Year
5 students have been especially wonderful “buddies” to their Prep partners, checking in
with them during recess and lunchtime and helping them feel safe and supported in the
playground.

In the classroom, we have been busy establishing strong routines and revisiting our learning
expectations. Each class worked together to co-construct our class norms and discussed
what these look like in action. Students then created a class promise, outlining how they
will live out these norms every day.

We have also jumped straight back into our Number Blast and daily review routines, while
practising our whiteboard routines and revisiting our bookwork expectations, helping
students refresh important skills and set themselves up for a smooth and successful year of
learning.
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Year 5 
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In Religion, students have been exploring prayer more deeply. We created a KWL chart to
capture what we already know, what we wonder, and what we have learned about prayer
so far, and have begun exploring different types of prayer and their purposes.

It has truly been a wonderful start to the year, and we are so proud of the enthusiasm and
maturity our students have shown. We can’t wait to see what the rest of the term brings! 

Years 5 and 6
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STEM - 3/4

The Year 3/4 students launched into their Heat Energy STEM unit by exploring heat as a
form of energy that allows us to feel warm and hot temperatures. They watched a video
showing how thermal cameras are used to detect heat, observing that these cameras
display warmer areas in red and cooler areas in blue. Students explored the idea that heat
is a type of kinetic energy and that kinetic energy can be created through friction. They
tested this through two investigations: rubbing their hands together and rubbing erasers on
the table to generate heat. Students also identified different heat sources around the
school and classified them as natural, electrical, or burning energy.

Specialists
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STEM - 5/6

The Year 5/6 students kicked off their Seeing the Light STEM unit by exploring light as a
form of energy that allows us to see the world around us. They learned how light travels
from a source, reflects off objects, and enters our eyes, helping us make sense of what we
see. Students identified both natural and artificial sources of light and investigated how
light behaves through hands-on experiments using torches and lasers. They also discovered
fascinating bioluminescent creatures that produce their own light.

Specialists
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AUSLAN 

It has been wonderful to see students jump straight back into learning Auslan in the very
first week of school. Our Prep students enjoyed their first Auslan lesson, learning what
Auslan is, why it is an important language to learn, and practising their very first greeting
signs. Junior students impressed Mrs Wilson by confidently revising the Auslan alphabet and
practising fingerspelling familiar words. Middle and Senior students used sign language to
share what they did during the holidays, with lots of enthusiastic discussion about trips to
the movies, sleepovers and road trips. What a fantastic and engaging way to begin another
year of Auslan learning!

Specialists
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Music 

We are excited to introduce Performing Arts as a new specialist area at St Margaret
Mary’s, and it has been wonderful to see the enthusiasm from students in our very first
lessons. Our Prep students had lots of fun helping Mrs Wilson learn the actions to a range
of songs, enjoying singing, movement and dance. Junior students focused on keeping the
beat, playing engaging games such as Beat Master and using their bodies as instruments
through body percussion activities. Middle students began their learning by discovering
that the beat is the “heart” of music, using a metronome to explore fast and slow tempos
and practising keeping the beat to a variety of songs — including a fun introduction with
We Will Rock You. Senior students began their first ukulele lesson, learning about the parts
of the instrument, its history, how to hold it correctly and beginning to practise basic
strumming patterns. We can’t wait to hear our Senior students jamming to some tunes as
the year progresses!

Specialists
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At St Margaret Mary’s, we hold the care,
safety and wellbeing of our children as a

central and fundamental responsibility of all
staff of our school.

As a Catholic Community we
respect the Yalukit Willam and
Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin
Nation, traditional custodians of
the land upon which our school
resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

As a Catholic Community we
respect the Yalukit Willam and
Boonwurrung peoples of the Kulin
Nation, traditional custodians of
the land upon which our school
resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

St Margaret Mary’s students are independent life-long learners inspired by Gospel values and empowered with a
sense of purpose and responsibility. They confidently engage with others and are equipped with skills to adapt to an

ever changing world.

Follow our social media accounts for the latest news and learning from around the school:

@stmargaretmarysspotswood St Margaret Mary’s Primary School - Spotswood


